
world, repenting of their sins, and being
baptized for the remission of them, and re-
ceive the Holy Ghost by the laying on of
hands, and it was hoped and expected that
when the Holy Ghost descended upon
men and women they would be filled with
the spirit of obedience, and that their un-
derstandings would be so awakened that
they would begin to comprehend the ob-
ject God had in view in restoring the ever-
lasting Gospel to the earth. It has had that
effect, but it has been slowly manifested; it
has dawned upon us ray by ray, gradually
opening our minds to the comprehension
of the great work the Lord has established
on the earth; and today, after years of expe-
rience, the Church of Christ has barely
commenced to comprehend the great work
God had in view in establishing His king-
dom on the earth. But we are learning it
now more rapidly than we have in past
years. The knowledge is being brought
home to us to a greater extent, because we
are in a position where we can be better
taught these things than before. We are be-
ginning to understand that there is some-
thing, besides that which concerns our
spiritual welfare, needed for the upbuilding
of the kingdom of God on the earth; we
begin to understand that the Lord wishes us
to be a people wise in the arts and sciences,
full of understanding and wisdom in the
building up of cities, in the erection of beau-
tiful habitations and magnificent temples,
and in the exhumation of minerals from the
bowels of the earth, and their proper appli-
cation for the beautifying of the cities of
Zion and the convenience of God’s people.
We begin to understand that the Gospel has
been revealed to show unto us the object of
our existence, that it affects every action of
our lives from birth to the grave, and 
that we cannot do anything but what is
comprehended in the Gospel. We hope

our children will learn this lesson better
than we have, and to a greater perfection
than we have learned it. As I have said, it is
necessary in the first place that we should
have confidence in the servants of God—
in the affairs that pertain unto our eternal
salvation, and we would suppose we might
trust them with the direction of our tem-
poral affairs, if, indeed, temporal and spiri-
tual can be divided, which really cannot be
done.

There is one point we should be
guarded against, and the brethren have en-
deavored to impress it upon our minds,
that is, in our seeking to develop the re-
sources of the earth and build up cities and
temples and the various works that are in-
cumbent on us, that we should not forget
to keep our minds right before the Lord,
that we should have his Holy Spirit abid-
ing within us. When the cares of everyday
life increase upon us, in the business of
forming settlements, pioneering and per-
forming our labors from day to day, we are
too apt to forget that we should constantly
seek to God with the same fervor and dili-
gence for His aid as we do for spiritual
blessings. I find that I have to be careful
while engaged in business, for I know that
the tendency of my mind is to devote all
my thoughts and all my time and attention
to the business that is in hand—that hap-
pens to occupy my attention at the time.
This is the tendency of people generally,
and we have to guard against it, and for
which we have to be reproved, that we may
not yield to it to so great an extent as to
drive the Spirit of God from us. There is
no necessity for this. If we grieve the Spirit
of God when we are performing our tem-
poral duties, it is because we allow the one
idea to absorb our attention too much.
While we are engaged in these duties, 
we should have the Spirit of God resting
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