
that in the year 1492 this American conti-
nent was discovered by Christopher
Columbus. Look at the exertions made by
him to obtain the necessary means to effect
the discovery. It required ships, means, and
men to enable him to make his way across
the trackless deep to find a country which,
to him, seemed necessary to balance the
earth. The Spirit of God came upon him,
and he had no rest day nor night until he
accomplished what the Spirit wrought
upon him to do. He went first to one place
and then to another to procure help. He
applied to different crowned heads, and re-
ceived rebuffs and discouragements. He
was poor; the plans of Jehovah are mostly
carried out by humble and poor individu-
als. So it was with Columbus; he was poor,
but daring and persevering, and with a soul
formed within his bosom to undertake and
prosecute the great enterprise that was to
bring to light a vast continent reserved in
the providence of God as the theater of
great events in a period that was then in
the future. By the aid of Ferdinand and Is-
abella of Spain he obtained three small
vessels, old and almost rotten, poorly
manned and badly provisioned. It was not
because they believed he would be success-
ful, but like the unjust judge with the
poor widow, they desired to get rid of his
importunities. The unjust judge had no
very strong feelings in favor of the widow,
but that he might be rid of her importun-
ings, he hearkened to her prayer. So did
they serve Columbus. They said they
would fit him out and send him away, and
he might go on his explorations for the
imaginary country he fancied lay towards
the west. If they had had any faith that he
would be successful, they would have fit-
ted him out with the best ships that any
navies of the time could have afforded,
manned with sufficient men and sup-

plied with all the necessary equipments;
and then they would have said, “Go and
prosper, and the God of the seas pioneer
your course.” But they had no faith in the
enterprise; they wanted to stop his impor-
tunings and get rid of him.

When we look back at our history we
find a certain analogy in it to that of this
man. Our enemies wanted to get rid of us.
We applied to the powers that were for aid
and succor. What did we receive in re-
sponse to our applications? Silence in some
cases; contempt in others. And when we
had to sell out, it was not with old rotten
ships that they paid us, but with old rotten
wagons, old spavined horses, and other
things equally worthless. Then they said,
“Go and do the best you can.” They
thought they had given us an outfit that
would last us until our destruction would
be consummated; they imagined it would
last us until we got beyond what they
pleased to call civilization; but thinking
that, perhaps, we might live through all,
they demanded five hundred of our best
men, while in camp in the wilderness, leav-
ing our camp to the care of cripples and
old men and women, in the midst of an
Indian country. But we lived.

Little did Ferdinand and Isabella think
that Columbus was leading the way that all
Europe would have to follow. If they had so
thought, they would have given him better
ships and a better outfit. But when they
found he had opened a new country, rich
and bountifully productive, behold the sur-
face of the ocean was whitened with the sails
of vessels, bearing their living freights crowd-
ing to seek fortune on the new continent
that spread itself invitingly before them. All
Europe, figuratively speaking, followed in his
track, and spread themselves over the face 
of the land. But see what these adventurers
have come to. This country, discovered
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