38 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

——— () E—

CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS OF THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED
STATES—GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, MADE IN THE TABERNACLE,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, MARCH 9, 1862
Reported by G. D. Watt

I am very much gratified with what
I have heard from our brethren today. I
think they have spoken well. I have been
interested and instructed.

As I have often told you, I am unable to
draw the dividing line between the spiri-
tual and the temporal. We set apart one
day in the week for the purpose of meet-
ing together to administer the sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper, and to speak upon
things which pertain to building up the
kingdom of God on the earth. This is our
business—this labor is upon us—and I do
not know that we have anything else to do,
for it comprehends the whole existence of
man. Thus far we have been successful in
this great work; in it we have been blessed,
and in it we delight to be blessed.

Every person is seeking after happiness,
and all persons pursue a course that seems
to them to lead to the possession of happi-
ness; when they pursue an opposite course
to that they are fully aware of it. The most
profligate and wicked person is always ready
to acknowledge, when willing to tell the
truth, that he knows that he does wrong
and is not happy in doing so; and that, if he
ever enjoys happiness, he must cease to do
evil and learn to do well. We wish to obtain
happiness; we wish to obtain our rights.

In regard to our political rights, I
will ask, have we ever seen a day,
since Joseph found the plates from
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which was taken the Book of Mormon until
this day, in which the Christian, the moral,
and the political world, or any other portion
of the inhabitants of the earth, ever gave to
Joseph Smith and his brethren one blessing
that they could possibly keep from them?
They have withheld every favor, every bless-
ing, every accommodation that was possible
for them to hold from the Latter-day Saints.
Yet every move they have made has actu-
ally tended to sustain, build up, strengthen,
and increase the very power they were try-
ing to destroy. They have tried to destroy
the truth, to hinder the increase of the
Latter-day Saints, to lessen their numbers,
rob them of their location and homes, and
last of all drive them from what is called
civilization. But the results of all these acts,
instead of accomplishing what they desired,
have given the Latter-day Saints territory
and comparative independence. All the evil
they have sought to bring upon us the Lord,
through his inscrutable providence, has
converted into blessings for his people.

We are infinitely more blessed by the
persecutions and injustice we have suf-
fered, than we could have been if we had
remained in our habitations from which
we have been driven—than if we had
been suffered to occupy our farms, gar-
dens, stores, mills, machinery, and every-
thing we had in our former possessions.
Had we not been persecuted, we would
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