
now be in the midst of the wars and blood-
shed that are desolating the nation, instead 
of where we are, comfortably located in our 
peaceful dwellings in these silent, far off 
mountains and valleys. Instead of seeing 
my brethren comfortably seated around me 
today, many of them would be found in 
the front ranks on the battle field. I realize 
the blessings of God in our present safety. 
We are greatly blessed, greatly favored and 
greatly exalted, while our enemies, who 
sought to destroy us, are being humbled.

We want our political rights, and they 
are here within our reach; we need not 
go to California, Oregon, Washington 
Territory, Nebraska, Missouri, nor New 
York to obtain them. The people are here, 
and they possess rights. We have a right to 
labor, to accumulate food and clothing, to 
gather the various products of the earth, to 
cut the timber and saw it into boards, to 
make adobies and quarry rock and build 
habitations, and then we have a right to in-
habit them. We have a right to drink of the 
water that flows from the mountains, and 
we have a right to get up in the morning 
when we are sufficiently rested. We have a 
right to go to the canyons after wood, or 
to harness our teams and go on a visit to 
Davis, Utah, or any other county. We have 
also a right to assemble, as we did a short 
time ago, in the capacity of a mass meeting, 
and we have a right to say that we will have 
laws, rules, and regulations for the public 
good, and officers and adjudicators of the 
laws. It is our right to frame our own laws, 
and to elect our own officers to administer 
them.

We were told this morning, that some 
brethren prayed but did not believe they 
would receive an answer. I do not find fault 
with them for this, but I say, pray on until 
you can make yourselves believe that your

prayers will be fully answered according to 
that which is best for you to receive. Self-
argument is the most effectual argument 
that can be used. Let each person argue 
himself into the belief that God will grant 
to him his request in righteousness. Some 
people are naturally of a doubtful mind, 
and have to contend continually against 
unbelief.

The enemies of God and truth do not 
love us any better this year than they did last 
year, nor will their love for us increase in the 
year that is to come. They would dethrone 
the Almighty, and would have destroyed 
Joseph Smith, when he had not three men 
to stand by him, had they the power to do 
so; and they would blot out every vestige of 
this kingdom if they could. The body may 
be destroyed, but the spirit still lives.

According to the Constitution of our 
Government, we have rights in common 
with our fellow countrymen. We have a 
right to settle in any unoccupied and un-
claimed part of the public domain owned 
by our Government, where the machin-
ery of the Government has not extended, 
and there govern and control ourselves ac-
cording to republican principles; and the 
Congress of the United States is not autho-
rized in the least, by the Constitution that 
governs it, to make laws for that new settle-
ment, and appoint adjudicators and admin-
istrators of the law for it, any more than 
we have a right to make laws and appoint 
administrators of the law for California, 
Ohio, Illinois, or Missouri. This, howev-
er, is done by the Congress of the United 
States; but it is an assumption of power not 
within the Constitution of the American 
Republic. When Congress, or the President 
of the United States, appoints a governor 
for a territory, that appointment is not ac-
cording to the Constitution, though it is 
according to laws enacted by Congress. In
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