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making them amenable to him for their
sins, and entitling them to blessings and re-
wards for the good they do, and according
to their faith in him. It is the wish of our
Heavenly Father to bring all his children
back into his presence. The spirits of all the
human family dwelt with him before they
took tabernacles of flesh and became sub-
ject to the fall and to sin. He is their spiri-
tual Father, and has sent them here to be
clothed with flesh, and to be subject, with
their tabernacles, to the ills that afflict
fallen humanity. When they have proved
themselves faithful in all things, and wor-
thy before Him, they can then have the
privilege of returning again to his presence,
with their bodies, to dwell in the abodes of
the blessed. If man could have been made
perfect, in his double capacity of body and
spirit, without passing through the ordeals
of mortality, there would have been no ne-
cessity of our coming into this state of trial
and suffering. Could the Lord have glori-
fied his children in spirit, without a body
like his own, he no doubt would have done
so.

We read that there is nothing impossible
with God. In a broad sense there is not; but
in another sense there are things he never
attempted and never will. He will not exalt
a spirit to thrones, to immortality, and eter-
nal lives, unless that spirit is first clothed in
mortal flesh, and with it, passes through a
mortal probation, and overcomes the
world, the flesh, and the devil through the
atonement made by Jesus Christ and the
power of the Gospel. The spirit must be
clothed as He is, or it never can be glorified
with him. He must of necessity subject his
children to the same, through a strict
observance of the ordinances and rules of
salvation. To attain to this glory, it is
required that we love and honor his
name, reverence his character and the ordi-

nances of his house, and never speak lightly
of him, of his Son Jesus Christ, or of those
who bear His Priesthood; never speaking
evil of dignities, who are clothed with the
authority of Heaven; for to all such it will
be said, “Depart from me, ye cursed,” etc. |
say to all, honor God and his Holy Priest-
hood, which he bestows upon mankind ex-
pressly for the purpose of bringing them
again into his presence, with their resur-
rected and renewed tabernacles, for exalta-
tion and glory.

I cannot on the present occasion say all
that I would on these matters. The riches
of eternity and the marrow of life are em-
braced in them; they are full of life to all
who desire life, they will increase life to
those who live, and give life to those who
seem to have no life. It is as easy to under-
stand these principles when the mind is
opened by the Spirit of the Almighty, as it
is to understand one of the simple lessons
in the child’s first reader. Here are some of
the twelve apostles listening to what I have
to say; they have heard me speak at length
upon these doctrines, and they have been
taught from time to time for years past.
The speaker this morning possessed a
sweet, loving spirit, and gave us a lovely
discourse, but did not think of these things
which have been told him time and time
again. I would exhort my brethren to read
the Scriptures, and seck earnestly for the
Spirit of the Almighty to understand them;
and this great subject, at which I have
merely glanced, will appear to them in all
its simplicity and grandeur. Let each man so
live that he may know these things for him-
self, and be always ready to give a reason of
the hope within him to all who may ask it.
I am trying to be a Latter-day Saint, and I
think I shall conquer. I may come short
in a thousand things; but I think I shall



