
earth and placed everything in it that is in 
it. And when he came into the world we 
came with him; the earth is his and the 
fulness thereof, and he has handed over to 
his Son the work of redeeming it, of mak-
ing it perfect, when he will deliver it up to 
the Father. Not a single soul of us will be 
lost if we will do as well as we know how, 
keeping these things in view and practicing 
them. When we practice them we honor 
them; and we honor the Father by hon-
oring his words and the words of his Son 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost takes up 
his abode with us to comfort and cheer our 
hearts. There are thousands of good and 
wholesome principles that people do not 
see, because they have no spirit of compre-
hension nor understanding of the works of 
God. The South and the North are at war 
with each other—are slaying each other—
and if they were not doing that they would 
be trying to slay us; this they do already in 
their hearts, and the sin is the same upon 
the nation as though they did it in reality. 
I am a martyr in the sight of God, and so 
is brother Brigham and other men of God 
whose lives they have hunted. God will 
chastise them and all those who had a hand 
in seeking our destruction. There is great 
blessing to be placed upon faithful men in 
the latter days—they are to be sealed up 
unto eternal life, and against all sins and 
blasphemies, except the shedding of inno-
cent blood, or consenting thereunto, which 
is the same in the eyes of God. The wick-
ed are slaying the wicked, and the North 
calculates to use up the South in a few 
days; in this they will be mistaken. They 
will whip each other, first one and then 
the other. Let the Saints acknowledge the  
hand of God in it all. War and blood-
shed will follow the Gospel of the Son of  
God, until it has spread over every nation,

tongue and people who reject the Gospel 
after it is proffered to them, and have 
spilled innocent blood or consented to it. 
If you see these principles as I do, you will 
see them clearly, though, in my weakness, 
I may not have been able to make them 
plain to your understandings.

Ye Elders of Israel, never try to circum-
scribe each other, but build each other up. 
God does not look with the same eyes that 
we do. He looks at the hearts and inten-
tions of men, and he will honor those he 
can work with. When I worked at my busi-
ness, and the clay was rebellious and stiff, 
I would throw a little water upon it, and 
soften and mollify it, and then put it into 
the mill where it is ground up. When it is 
passive, it is again brought upon the wheel 
after it has been well cleared of all foreign 
matter, and it is turned into pitchers, into 
jugs, into churns, milkpans, bowls and 
cups, and every kind of vessel to adorn the 
kitchen and the palace, and to make the 
Church and kingdom of God interesting, 
and more magnificent than all the glory of 
the kingdom of the world. All these ves-
sels are made at the dictation of the master  
potter.

When the brethren arrive at their fields 
of labor, brothers Brigham, Heber, and 
Daniel, and the Twelve Apostles will not 
be there to dictate you. When I was sent to 
England twenty-five years ago, I felt myself 
one of the very weakest of God’s servants. I 
asked Joseph what I should say when I got 
there; he told me to go to the Lord and he 
would guide me, and speak through me by 
the same Spirit that dictated him. He also 
told brother Brigham when he got there 
he would know all about it. My experi-
ence is, the more I preach upon the first 
principles of the Gospel, the more I dis-
covered limbs and branches of the subject  
I had never seen, leading to the foun-
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