
We have gathered out from the people
of the world into these valleys to be distinct
and separate from them as a Church and a
people. If I can answer the desires of my
mind, in relation to this matter, I should
like to show you in what respect that sepa-
ration consists; what relation we sustain to
God, to his Church and kingdom, and to
the world. It is a very broad and compre-
hensive subject, and one that requires our
consideration. A good deal has been said
lately about our associations with the
world, and our being separate from the
world, and about many of us being entan-
gled with the world. It is well for us, as
events transpire, to try, if we can, to com-
prehend the position that we occupy in re-
lation to these matters. We are really a pe-
culiar people, that is, our views differ from
those of the rest of the world generally, and
that is not confined alone to our religion,
but to our social system, to our politics,
and to most of the affairs associated with
human life. As a people, we present today
a strange anomaly among the nations of
the world. Unlike the rest of the nations,
we have come out here to be separate from
all other people, and we have notions and
principles of a religious nature, differing
very materially from all the rest of
mankind.

The continental nations of Europe

are very differently constituted to what we
are; they are generally a distinct people, but
they have more or less become amalga-
mated years ago, and at present have as-
sumed a degree of nationality, having their
own peculiar theories, customs, and ideas
of religion and politics, and their own no-
tions and standards of a social system.
Their systems have been codified to a cer-
tain extent—have been taught in their
schools, their lyceums, and their churches,
and been discussed in their legislative as-
semblies, and form what is generally
termed ideas nationale—they have been
written about, thought about, lectured
about, and preached about. There are cer-
tain mediums through which the ideas of
those nations flow generally, which differ
according to the position they occupy po-
litically and religiously, and the kind of gov-
ernment which they are under. These theo-
ries and systems are peculiarly influenced
and modified by the peculiar languages
through which their ideas are conveyed.
Those nations are organized under strictly
political principles or systems—their organ-
izations are almost exclusively of a political
nature, although they have arrangements
pertaining to church government which
regulate and control in many instances the
consciences of their subjects. They have a
certain kind of religion in which they
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