
think that they are right in their views, we
know that we are right in ours, and there-
fore we are satisfied. We expect, then, that
these principles that we have received, and
principles that will continue to be imparted
unto us by our Heavenly Father, will
spread, and increase, and go forth, and ob-
tain the pre-eminence and a position
among the nations of the earth. We do not
expect that we shall ever be converted to
any of their religious systems, or to any of
their social systems. We know what we
have received emanates from God; and
knowing that, we stand upon it, and cleave
to it as the rock of ages, knowing that no
power under the heavens is able to over-
turn it, therefore we stand secure. The Lord
has a design to speak, to instruct, to guide,
to direct us in all our affairs, whether it re-
lates to this world or to the world that is to
come, and we are desirous to be taught of
Him, and being taught of Him, we are
then desirous to communicate the intelli-
gence we receive unto others.

Some people will say, “You are harsh,
you are exclusive, you do not wish to asso-
ciate and to mix with others.” To a certain
extent we do, and to a certain extent we do
not. To a very great extent we feel very
much interested in the welfare and happi-
ness of the human family. I very much
question whether greater philanthropy has
been developed among any other people
under the face of the heavens than among
this people. I am at the defiance of any
body, or class of men, or nation, to show
that greater sacrifices, so to speak, have
been made anywhere than have been made
among the Elders of this Church to pro-
mulge among the people that dwell upon
all the earth the things that God has re-
vealed unto them. Can you point out an-
other people who have exhibited the 
same degree of intelligence, earnestness,

and zeal in traveling from nation to nation,
from city to city, by land and sea, over
mighty oceans and desert wastes, even to
the ends of the earth in order to promote
the happiness and well-being of their fellow
men? There are no philanthropical societies
existing in the world, that have done what
the Elders of this Church have done, they
cannot be produced. Are we misan-
thropists? No, We are cosmopolitans, citi-
zens of the world, and have implanted in
our bosoms the spirit of the living God,
which prompts us to seek for the welfare
and happiness of all the human family. All
this, and more, we have done, and I very
much question whether you can find any-
body that would dispute it. They would
say we are in error: that they have a right to
say, and to think, if they please; but there
is not one who can say in truth that we
have not done all we claim to have done.
We believe that God has spoken, and that
he has organized his church and kingdom
upon the earth; that he has and does com-
municate his will to his church; and believ-
ing that, we went forth as heralds of life
and salvation to proclaim to the nations of
the earth the things God has communi-
cated unto us. Did we go to preach to the
people for their gold, for their silver, and
for their precious things; for their clothing,
or for anything they possess; for honor or
for fame? No; but we were pointed at as
speckled birds, we were opposed and per-
secuted in every town where we set our
feet, and nothing but the power of God
and the power of truth could have 
sustained the Elders in promulging 
those principles God gave them to com-
municate to the world. They had with
them the power of God and the power of
truth, which prevailed, so far as we see it
this day—so far as it has had its influence,
and so far as it has operated upon the
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