
their minds have not been sufficiently im-
bued with the principles of honesty by
their parents and guardians.

There is a great responsibility resting
upon parents in all communities and soci-
eties, and especially with the Latter-day
Saints. I was brought up under the Blue
Laws of Connecticut, when Presbyterianism
ruled throughout the State as the religion of
that State; and I dared no more go out to
play on a Sunday than I dared put my hand
in the fire—it would have been considered
an unpardonable sin. We could not attend a
ball and dance; we durst not attend a the-
ater, and from Saturday night, at sundown,
to Monday morning, we must not laugh or
smile, but we must study our catechism; this
we had to do whether we were members of
the church or not. My father was not a
member of any church. This early teaching
had its effect upon me. Where Presbyterians,
Baptists, and other sects have taught the
youth and mankind in general good whole-
some principles of morality, so far it has had
a good effect upon the generation around
them. It is true they had not the gospel,
apostles, pastors, teachers, and presidents—
inspired men to teach them how to be
saved. Their religion was according to the
tradition of their fathers; the true Gospel
was not manifested in their time, yet they
had a great many good moral principles
which had a good effect and a salutary influ-
ence upon all those who were affected and
influenced by them. Wherever there is an
influence that leads anybody to good, or to
do good, so far I feel to acknowledge the
hand of God in it; for I believe that every-
thing that leads to good and to do good is of
the Lord, and everything that leads to evil
and to do evil is of the wicked one.

I feel to thank the Lord for any 
good moral principles which have 
been taught me in my childhood. I

am satisfied there have been tens of thou-
sands of the human family since Jesus
Christ and the ancient apostles were slain
and the church went into the wilderness,
who have acted up to the best light they
had; for they have had moral principles
among them, and they have lived up to
their religion, millions of them, according
to the best light they had, and they will
have their reward for so doing. In the early
days of my life, if a man cursed or swore,
lied or stole, or broke any of the moral
commandments of the Lord, it was looked
upon as a disgrace, as not being comely
and good, or right, in the sight of moral
people in that day. Whenever a man did do
wrong, so far he had an influence more or
less, and those that were good would not
hold fellowship with him.

We now live in another age and dispen-
sation, and most of us who live in the val-
leys of the mountains have received the
Gospel of Christ, which has been revealed
unto us in our day and generation, and we
have great respect unto the name of the
Lord according to the light and knowledge
which we have; we have respect unto the
ordinances of the house of God, and that
respect is increased with us according to
the increased light and knowledge which
we have. We wish to carry out the com-
mandments of the Lord as far as we have
knowledge in the things of the kingdom of
God, and feel disposed always to do that
which is right. It grates upon the ears of the
faithful Latter-day Saint when he hears the
name of the Lord blasphemed; he cannot
fellowship the person who does it, and you
do not find him in that kind of company, no
matter whether the blasphemer is a professed
Mormon or of the wicked world. No matter
what their profession, if men live their reli-
gion and honor God, they will not fellow-
ship the ungodly. There is no man that
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