
not been trying to keep the command-
ments of the Lord.

As a people, we never were as greatly
blessed in this world’s goods as at the pre-
sent time. The Lord has planted our feet in
the valleys of these mountains, where we
can worship our God in safety and peace,
where we can kneel down in our family cir-
cles in the morning and at evening, and
offer up our prayers and thanksgivings be-
fore the Lord, and we can teach these
principles to our children, and attend our
meetings to listen to the servants of the
Lord teaching the principles of eternal life.
I trust that the Latter-day Saints will not
suffer a desire for the wealth of this world
to turn their footsteps aside from the paths
of their duty towards God and one an-
other—from rectitude, righteousness, holi-
ness, and godliness before the Lord. If we
should see a man that holds the Priesthood
mingling with the profane who blaspheme
the name of God, and seems to fellowship
that kind of society, you may mark that
man; he enjoys not the spirit of his reli-
gion, the Holy Ghost dwells not with him,
or, if he enjoys it at all, it is but in a small
degree, and when he enters into that kind
of society it will leave him.

It does not pay any person to do wrong,
and the present generation will suffer the
chastening hand of God, and that severely,
because that wickedness predominates
throughout the whole world, and the name
of the God of Israel is not honored, but is
almost forgotten by the children of men,
only when they remember him to blas-
pheme his holy name. As wickedness in-
creases in the world, we should increase in
righteousness, in faith, and in knowledge,
that we may have an increased degree of
the spirit of God dwelling with us, and it
will take of the things of the Father 
and show them unto us, that we may be

strengthened to magnify our calling as
Saints of the Most High, doing the will of
God and building up his kingdom. We
should in our lives show that we are the
friends of God and each other’s friends,
and in doing this we shall be happy; and
whether Jacob is great or small, in righ-
teousness the kingdom of God will gain
strength, for the heavens are full of knowl-
edge, to be revealed for the use of the chil-
dren of God as fast as they are prepared to
receive it. We shall never see the time when
we shall cease to progress and increase in
knowledge, for we are the children of God,
and if we are faithful in fulfilling the object
of our creation, keeping the command-
ments of God as we are guided and di-
rected to do, the knowledge is boundless
that this people have yet to receive. We are
in the school, and in a great measure we are
still little children in the knowledge of the
things of the kingdom of God; yet, how
great and glorious are those principles that
we are in possession of today when we
compare them with our position and ad-
vancement ten years ago, or before we
heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We were
then under the traditions of our fathers—
many of them good, though some of them
were false and of no profit. With all the
teachings we had and the Bible before us,
we did not know the first step to take to se-
cure to ourselves eternal life, for there was
no man to teach us. Since that day we have
heard the voice of apostles and prophets,
some on this side and some on the other
side of the veil, and they are all engaged in
building up the kingdom of God in this
the dispensation of the fulness of time.

These principles are worth more than gold
and silver to us, and are sweeter than honey
or the honeycomb to the faithful, for in them
we receive exaltation and salvation both
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