
dent Young gave us instruction, he has 
me for a friend, and just so sure as a man 
comes up without envy or prejudice, 
simply to learn what is right, and I under-
stand my position and my duty, and so 
long as I can vindicate myself, I will put 
that man in the path of right and in the 
way of salvation.

What has caused the corruption and 
wickedness that exist in the world at the 
present day? It is the feeling that exists 
among the people that one man cannot tell 
another his faults, because he tells them to 
everybody else to the injury and prejudice 
of the guilty party. The Prophet Joseph in 
his day would tell a man of his faults to 
save him from error and destruction, but 
he offended many because he told them of 
their faults; they thought he wished to in-
jure them, because they were unwilling to 
forsake their follies, but his purpose in thus 
reproving was to redeem, to bless and to 
save. It frequently happens that men who 
commit faults are not aware of it. The man 
who can and will show you your faults, 
your follies and blindness, and make you 
fully aware of your position, can awaken 
up in your mind those reflective powers 
that will cause you to square yourselves 
up with correct principles and cause you 
to prepare yourselves to inherit life, light 
and glory. But the very moment that a 
“Mormon” Elder can be instructed by the 
wicked, and allow those acts of folly and 
vice to creep in in all their hideous defor-
mity, that man is on the road to destruc-
tion. The Elder, Priest, Teacher, or any 
man in this kingdom that will suffer posi-
tion to cause him to compromise principle 
for wealth, is blind and cannot see afar off, 
and is bound to destruction.

We have got to turn right round from that 
track, if we have been walking in it; if we have 
coveted other men’s goods, if we have suffered

or caused our hearts to fall in love with 
property that is not our own, we are laying 
the foundation for destruction.

I can look over the history of this 
Church, the great apostasy there has been 
from it at different periods, and I can see 
that the apostasy of many has been the re-
sult of dishonesty, adultery, selfishness, and 
wickedness in general, and this has been 
the key to the whole trouble.

These are my sentiments, the honest 
convictions of my heart, drawn from long 
experience and attentive observation; and I 
know that the man who would stand upon 
the holy hill of Zion, his hands must not 
be filled with bribes.

Brethren, I know these principles to be 
true, and it is my desire to walk so that I 
may be prepared to stand upon the holy 
hill of Zion. This is what I labor and strive 
for. I can tell you, if you encourage a spirit 
of faultfinding and complaining, you will 
suffer the cankerworm to gnaw at your 
vitals, to cause you to distrust everybody, 
and you will begin to say that you have 
not been respected, put in office and en-
couraged as you ought to have been. Suffer 
these feelings to come into your bosoms, 
and they will speedily gain possession and 
control of the whole passion.

What a glorious thing it is for men to 
meet the Elders of this Church, as some 
met me in the States in 1856! They would 
say, we should have been with you still if 
we had been treated right! What a glorious 
consolation it will be when a man lifts up 
his eyes in hell and says, I should have been 
up there in heaven if I had been treated 
right!

Brethren and sisters, let us ever remem-
ber that it is our business to tread ourselves 
right.

May the Lord enable us to do right, is my 
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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