
for the living and the dead. They are the
same principles that saved our fathers, the
prophets and saints of old, and they, with-
out us, cannot be made perfect, nor we
without them. I rejoice in the Gospel, for
it is the power of God unto salvation to all
those that believe, both Jew and Greek.
When men reject the Gospel they injure
themselves, not God or his Saints; they
turn the key against themselves that opens
the door of salvation to all believers. An-
ciently, the world was at war with the Sav-
ior, and there has always been a great oppo-
sition to the introduction of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ from the beginning of time to
this day. There has always been in the un-
regenerated world a spirit of warfare against
the kingdom of God. Joseph Smith was an
obscure individual when Moroni, the
Angel of God, revealed unto him the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and gave into his
hands the records of the Nephites. The
hearts of men were stirred up against him,
and the devil is a personage that has knowl-
edge and great power, and he possesses that
power, and has ever since he has been upon
the earth. He has so much power that he
leads at his will almost the whole of the
generations of the earth. By his power the
hearts of men were stirred up against
Joseph Smith when he received the admin-
istration of an angel, because it was the
germ of the establishment of the kingdom
of God. The devil knew when the angel de-
livered that record to Joseph Smith that it
was the foundation of a system that 
would overthrow his kingdom. The dri-
vings, etc., that this people have passed
through has not been because they have
been breakers of the law, nor because they
have been more wicked than others, but
because they were laying the foundation of
the kingdom of God that would grow, and
increase, and rule, and reign until it fills the

whole earth and brings the world into sub-
jection to its authority and sway, and pre-
pare the way for the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ, who is king of kings and Lord
of Lords, who will come and reign over the
whole earth; and all other kingdoms, and
presidents and governors, and their subjects
will be obliged to acknowledge that Jesus is
the Christ. The Latter-day Work which we
represent will bind the power of the devil
which has held sway among the children of
men for 180 generations. Then it is not
strange that the devil should become mad
and stir up the wicked to make war against
it. The Lord will inspire his servants and
give them ability to maintain this kingdom
upon the earth. He is at the helm. I would
not give much for it if He was not the au-
thor of it; it could not stand without Him
against the great power that is waged
against it.

Why is this warfare? It is not because it
is Satan’s kingdom or any part of it; if so,
his kingdom would be divided against it-
self; but it is because it is the kingdom of
God, and it has got to be planted in the
earth, and it will continue until the scene
is wound up, and Christ descends in the
clouds of heaven, and the holy angels with
him, and the dead in Christ shall rise first
to meet him at his coming. The Lord
Almighty will sustain the kingdom and
back up his servants and their testimony,
and he will send judgments, and plagues,
and afflictions, and destroying angels, and
visit the wicked nations with an overwhelm-
ing destruction. All this is the work of God,
and we cannot help it if we would. The
Lord has decreed that he will build up his
kingdom in this day and age of the world,
and he has decreed that it shall accomplish
the work it is intended to do, and stand 
forever. The earth belongs to the Lord.
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