
When the devil and his host were sent
from heaven because of disobedience, they
came to this world. And wherever the chil-
dren of men are, there also those evil spirits
exist to tempt the children of men to do
evil, and everything that leads to destruc-
tion, and misery, and woe originates from
that source, and everything that leads to ex-
altation, virtue, holiness, goodness, glory,
immortality, and eternal life is from the
hand of God. The Lord is the strongest
power, and he will prevail at last. In this I
rejoice, because the earth belongs to him,
and we belong to him, and if we have any
blessing, we have got to receive it at his
hands. When the first missionaries went to
England, disembodied spirits sought to de-
stroy them, and had there not been an
angel of salvation present, they would have
been slain; nothing but the power of God
saved them. The visions of their minds
were opened, that they saw many of the
devils that sought their destruction, al-
though not in the body but in the spirit,
and they stood before them like wicked,
hideous men, come to destroy them. We
had this same power to contend with in
London. Sometimes they are invisible, and
sometimes they are in the tabernacles of
men. In Carthage jail they came in the
bodies of men, and were under the 
influence of the devil, and succeeded in
shedding the blood of the Prophet, and
thought they would overthrow the Church

and kingdom of God. This evil power is
manifest and visible more and more as we
progress in the kingdom of God.

Let us try to live our religion, and try to
be the friends of God; and let us make war
against the works of the devil. Let us seek
to overcome ourselves, and all our evil im-
pressions, and bring our bodies in subjec-
tion to the law of Christ, that we may walk
in the light of the Lord, gain power with
him, and assist in sanctifying the earth and
in building up temples, and in attending to
the ordinances of the house of God, that
we may be saviors of men, both of the liv-
ing and the dead.

These are our privileges, and the bless-
ings which the God of heaven has put in
our hands. Is there anything in all the do-
minions of the devil of more value to us
than the blessing of our God, given to us
through the organization of his kingdom?
We have everything to encourage us, and
to give us faith and perseverance in the
work of God. If we do our duty we shall
prosper, and progress, and spread abroad,
and the stakes of Zion will be strengthened
and her cords lengthened, and ere long we
shall have power to return and build up the
Center Stake of Zion, and the waste places
thereof, and we shall accomplish all we
have been called to do. May God bless us
and give unto us his Spirit to guide us in all
things. Amen.
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