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principles they have professed, and instead
of advancing to be made partakers of the
divine nature and overcome the wiles that
are in the world through lust, they suffer
them to have dominion over them, and
they fall back into darkness. When the
storm of persecution surrounds us, then, of
course, we are apt to be zealous, but when
we are as it were left to ourselves we are
tried in another way; and when the Lord
commenced giving revelations to this
people he said to them, through his ser-
vant Joseph, that they should be tried in
all things. If there is any one thing that
is calculated to try us more than another,
that thing we may expect to encounter.
I know this people will bear poverty and
affliction, they will bear persecution, they
will suffer their houses to be burned, their
property to be destroyed, and sacrifice
what the Lord has given them of earthly
goods, expose themselves to suffering and
hardship for the sake of the principles they
have received, joyfully; but how many of
these, when the smiles of Providence have
beamed upon them, when prosperity has
surrounded them, and they have been
blessed and are in afluent circumstances,
have forgotten the Lord, like the Prophet
said of Jeshurun, “They waxed fat, and
kicked, and forgot the Lord.” Such is the
fact with hundreds of Latter-day Saints.
Now a man that expects to be exalted to
thrones and dominions must be just as
good a Saint when he is surrounded with
wealth, with the comforts and blessings of
life in abundance, as he is, when he is in
poverty—when being robbed of his posses-
sions, and deprived of the means of subsis-
tence; and the one condition is just as nec-
essary to try some individuals as the other
condition is to try any other.

From the time that I first became
acquainted with the principles of this
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Church, I have watched the progress of
the development of the Spirit of Prophecy
among the Saints. I have never made pre-
tensions to prophesy, though many things
have been made manifest to me before they
were fulfilled. I have foreseen many results
which have been astonishing, in many in-
stances, to others. The man that wishes
to know the future let him study well the
present, let him be careful that the present
is all right; that the principles which he
professes are not abused; that he lives up
to the doctrines which he has received, and
that he maintains his integrity towards his
fellow beings as God requires at his hands;
let him do this, and the future will be un-
folded to him, and he will be prepared for
it just as fast as necessary.

As Elder Middlemas said, he knew some
things that were manifested to him, and
knew how it would be beforehand. There
are hundreds that can foresee by the Spirit
of the Almighty, the Spirit of Prophecy,
things that are to come to pass, without be-
ing able to know the precise manner how
it will be effected. But I can tell you from
the day of Joseph Smith’s first commence-
ment to testify of the things of God unto
the present, that the very results that have
been predicted have come to pass, but the
manner has seldom been understood until
it came. When the Saints were in Jackson
County, surrounded by our enemies who
were determined to destroy us, and had no
other idea but what the steps that were be-
ing taken would put an utter end to our
organization as a religious society, the
future was as plainly laid open to thou-
sands, and the present time was as plainly
understood by hundreds of the Saints
as it is now. The future is before us and
many can look into it and know its results.
This is the work of the Almighty. God
has set his hand in the last days to esta-
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