
and that our bodies shall not sleep in the
tomb any length of time, only so long as is
actually necessary to fulfil the requirements
of the Lord.

Through the revelations of the truth,
which have been made unto us, we are
promised all that men and women could
ask. All that God has ever promised to his
faithful children we will receive, even every
blessing that is necessary for our eternal hap-
piness in the presence of God, if we will live
subject to the requirements he has made of
us in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This should
be a constant theme of thanksgiving in our
hearts, and I believe it is so; I really believe
that the Latter-day Saints are the most grate-
ful people upon the face of the earth; I be-
lieve they give evidence of it in their actions.
There is, however, room continually given
unto us for improvement in this respect. We
cannot be too grateful; we cannot get to a
point where there is a necessity for us to
slacken in this respect; and the more we
comprehend of the purposes of our God,
the more grateful and more full of thanks-
giving we will be. I notice that among those
who are not as fully acquainted as they
should be with the principles of the Gospel,
there is more ingratitude and a greater dis-
position to murmur, and a greater lack of
thankfulness, than among those who are ed-
ucated—educated, I mean, in the knowl-
edge of the truth, in the principles of life
and salvation. I notice that among those
who have the most experience, and have
made the greatest advancement in the things
of God, there is the greatest disposition to
be thankful and grateful, and to pour out
their souls in prayer before God; and I no-
tice as the Saints increase in the knowledge
of the truth, and the comprehension of the
principles of life and salvation, their dispo-
sition in this direction increases with their
knowledge.

Looking at it with the world’s view, we
have abundant cause to be thankful; but to
look at it through the light of the Spirit of
God, our gratitude and thanksgiving
should be unbounded to God; there should
be no limit to it in our hearts every time we
reflect on our position and on the blessings
that have been bestowed upon us. What
people on the face of the earth today can
compare with us in temporal blessings?
And when we look at the blessings we
enjoy, as Saints of the Most High, from the
standpoint from which the Latter-day
Saints should view this work, how can we
limit the feelings which should animate our
hearts continually with praise to our Father
and God?

When unprejudiced strangers look upon
us, they see our temporal advantages, and
they think we are a blessed and happy
people; but there are other blessings that
we enjoy. We enjoy promises which are ex-
tended unto us, of which strangers know
nothing—of which they have not the least
conception; blessings and promises which
no man can comprehend, except they who
have received the Spirit of God. We have
blessings, we have favors, we have causes of
peace, of which the human family know
nothing. While our hearts are burning with
joy, with happiness and with peace; while
the Spirit of God is descending upon us and
we are filled therewith, they who look upon
us cannot see or comprehend the spirit that
we are of—they cannot understand the feel-
ings that animate our hearts, they only see
us as natural men and women; they know
not that power which has been com-
municated unto us and been poured
out upon us. While we feel as though we
could sing Hosannah to God and the
Lamb, they cannot see anything to cause us
to have such feelings, because they have not
access to that power—to that fountain of
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