
knowledge, of light, and wisdom, which
our God has opened unto us as a people.
We have, then, in addition to the temporal
advantages which God has bestowed upon
us, abundant cause for gratitude on other
points.

There will be no time in the vast future
when our cause for thanksgiving and for
gratitude will cease; for the more we know
and the more we comprehend the purposes
of God, the more gratitude we will have.
The angels who surround his throne indulge
in thanksgiving and praise to God and the
Lamb to a greater extent than we can do, be-
cause their causes for thanksgiving are
greater; they have attained to a glorious ex-
altation, and they bask in the sunshine of
the presence of the great Eternal. Although
they are there, they still have cause to sing
Hosannah to God and the Lamb; though
they are in possession of such great blessings,
dwelling as they do in a state of immortal-
ity, and freed from the power of Satan, sin,
and death, they, nevertheless, see causes for
thanksgiving to God our Father; and the
nearer we approximate to them and to their
perfection, the more we shall have of this
feeling in our hearts, the more causes of
thanksgiving we will perceive, and the more
frequently we will express these feelings.

There is no time that we can conceive
of throughout the vast ages of eternity, if
we continue our onward progress, when
we will become cloyed in our religion and
in our worship of God; it will not be a
matter of form with us, a duty that will be
wearying and onerous upon us; on the
contrary, it will increase in its pleasures.
These are reflections connected with the
truth as revealed to us, which are cheering.
If we will let our imaginations stretch into
the future, there will be no time when we
will arrive at such a condition that we 
will, through weariness, relax our efforts

and our exertions, and cease to feel thanks-
giving and gratitude; but there will be in-
creased causes contributed continually to
prompt us to indulge in these feelings more
and more, and take pleasure in their indul-
gence.

There never was a people on the face of
the earth to whom the same promises have
been given as to us. Others, who have pre-
ceded us in the enjoyment of the blessings
of the Gospel, have looked forward to the
time of their decease, and have seen that
after they should pass away, the work they
then were engaged in would disappear
from the earth; they saw that the power of
the adversary would be again wielded to
great effect among men, and that their
labors would be comparatively lost sight of
through the evil that would prevail upon
the earth. But this is not the case with us;
unto us are extended promises which have
never been extended to any other people
who have lived upon the earth from the
days of Adam to this time; unto us a prom-
ise is given that this kingdom shall stand
forever, that it shall not be given into the
hands of another people, that it shall roll
forth, increase, and spread abroad until it
fills the whole earth—until all the inhabi-
tants of the earth can dwell in peace and
safety under its shadow, being freed from
misrule, oppression, and every evil that ex-
ists among the inhabitants of the earth;
that a reign of truth and righteousness shall
be inaugurated, the reign of God and of his
Son Jesus Christ on the face of the earth.

This is the promise which has been ex-
tended unto us, and the work is commit-
ted unto us and to the dispensation in
which we live. Such a promise was not ex-
tended unto Enoch, unto Noah, unto
Abraham, or unto any of the prophets who
succeeded them down to the days of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. When the
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