
apostles asked the Lord Jesus about the
restoration of the kingdom, he parried
their question; it was not for the people
who lived in that dispensation to partici-
pate, while in the flesh, in the blessings of
the restoration of the kingdom of God on
the earth and its final establishment in the
latter days. It was reserved for the great and
last dispensation of the fulness of times,
that great dispensation in which we now
live, when the Gospel should be restored to
the earth in its fulness, and the eternal
Priesthood be revealed; when every angel
and every prophet who have lived upon
our earth should revisit the earth again,
and bestow every key and all power and au-
thority which they held on the man who
was elected to stand at the head of this dis-
pensation.

We live in this day, and our posterity
will participate in the blessings of this dis-
pensation, if we and they should be faith-
ful. In looking forward to our future gen-
erations for the next thousand years, we are
not under the necessity of beholding, in vi-
sion, our posterity straying into darkness in
such a manner as to close the heavens and
shut off the communication between God
and man. God has taught us differently: he
has taught us that instead of the heavens
becoming more closed, and communica-
tions less frequent and seldom received,
truth will be more abundantly bestowed on
man; instead of angels ceasing to commu-
nicate with man, angels will communicate
with him more and more until man shall
bask in the full light of eternity.

These are the prospects that are ex-
tended to us as individuals and as a people.
Hence, I have said that we have greater
cause than any other people that ever lived
to be thankful to our Father and God for
what he has done for us and promised 
unto us; yet, do we understand it, do we

appreciate it? When we have the Spirit of
God resting upon us, and our minds are
enlightened by it, I presume we do to some
extent; we feel then that we would con-
stantly witness unto God by our acts that
we really appreciate his kindness in permit-
ting us to come forth at such a time and be
associated with such a people. But when
the counsels of God come to us through
his servants, and they are contrary to our
prepossessed notions, we forget that the in-
spiration of the Almighty is with our
brethren, that the power of the Highest is
with them, and, as Brother Snow alluded
to Jonah this morning, if we do not go to
Tarshish, we frequently go somewhere else
to avoid doing the things that God requires
at our hands.

Now, the day has come when we, as a
people, will have to listen to the voice of
the servants of God, to the instructions of
the Almighty through his servants, and
obey them as implicitly as though God was
in our midst. Yet, how often is it the case
that, when we have counsel imparted unto
us, we feel as though we had some sugges-
tions to make that would make that coun-
sel better and more applicable to us. I have
seen the Spirit of God grieved, and the un-
derstanding of the man of God beclouded
by men taking such a course as this. When
the servant of God has been under the in-
spiration of the Almighty to counsel a cer-
tain course, somebody has stepped forward
and suggested something different, and by
that means the counsel of God has been
darkened, the spirit of revelation has been
grieved, and the benefit which otherwise
would be, has not been received.

I have seen this under various cir-
cumstances, and I have looked upon it 
as an evil and something we should 
never do. When the counsel of God
comes through his servants to us, we
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