
learning to make this announcement; it 
was a plain simple message. If, for instance, 
your house was on fire, and the news went 
to the sources of help, the most illiterate 
could declare the fact as well as the most 
learned man in the world. He would simply 
have to say, such a man’s house is on fire, 
and every one could understand that. The 
simple proclamation of the Gospel was just 
as easy to be understood. Now, if it were 
some difficult diplomatic negotiation which 
required to be entered into, it would require 
all the embellishments of art to secure it a 
passage through, but the simple message 
of the Gospel required no such learning, it 
was simply to call upon the people to re-
pent and to inform them that the chastis-
ing arm of Jehovah was about to fall upon 
the nations. We went forth, we made this 
announcement throughout the length and 
breadth of the United States, not only once 
but twice and thrice, and in fact all the day 
long until we created such a storm around 
us as to drive us beyond the confines of civi-
lized man, and how cruel was the ordeal! It 
was no less cruel on the part of those that 
inflicted the wrong, although on the part 
of Jehovah it was an act of mercy to al-
low the wicked to drive us, or to cause us 
to be placed in these valleys of the moun-
tains. The Heavens foresaw the danger, 
but we knew it not; but our Father knew 
it and that was enough. Was there not a 
Providence over us? Did he not deal kindly 
with his people? And has he not done so 
from the beginning?

When the Saints escaped from Missouri 
and subsequently from Illinois; when we 
wandered over the prairies and found a 
resting place for a season in an Indian 
country, and when we furnished five hun-
dred of our best men, leaving our women 
and children unprotected in an Indian 
country, while they went to fight their

country’s battles, and to secure to the 
country that had permitted us to be driven 
from our homes the very land upon which 
we now dwell was there not, I ask, a kindly 
Providence over them that went and also 
over them that remained? Yes, there was. 
We came into these valleys under the pro-
tecting care of our heavenly Father. We 
came with a few old crazy wagons, and 
many of us but very poor teams, for be it 
known unto you that the people who took 
our homes put them at their own prices, 
and paid out their own commodities; 
and if they had an old wagon which they 
thought would bear up till we got beyond 
the confines of civilization they would 
turn it out, considering that would be long 
enough for it to last us.

In this way we came to these valleys, 
and had to so live till we got something 
from an untried soil, not knowing whether 
a peck of wheat, corn, or potatoes could be 
raised from it, but Heaven blest our labors, 
Providence smiled upon our exertions and 
we made out to continue along until the 
land became abundantly blessed, and now 
our granaries are filled with plenty. If the 
wrath of God had been against this people 
to the same extent that the wrath of man 
was against us, where would we have been 
today? Annihilated! Nothing would have 
been left of us, and our career would have 
been highly colored on the pages of history, 
and sent down to posterity with the sting 
of the Anathemist upon it. But the wrath 
of Heaven was not upon us; it was only the 
wrath of man. Do you not see the difference 
between the wrath of Heaven and the wrath 
of man? If our enemies had been one with 
the Almighty, or if he had been one with 
them, we should have been obliterated long 
before this. But here, in us, is the evidence 
that the world and the Almighty do not
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