
As we travel along through what is
sometimes called this “veie of tears,” there
are many thoughts that occupy our minds,
and many subjects for reflection present
themselves, sometimes concerning the liv-
ing and sometimes concerning the dead.
However, it is with the living that we have
to do at the present time, and it is “Life
and the pursuit of happiness” that ought to
occupy the attention of all intellectual be-
ings. Mankind have various views and ideas
in relation to the attainment of happiness
upon the earth, and also after we leave the
earth; and those views and ideas that are
entertained by us in relation to these mat-
ters influence, to a greater or less extent,
our actions and proceedings in life. We
look at things through another medium,
and judge of them from another stand-
point, than which they are generally viewed
by the inhabitants of the earth. We look
upon it that the greatest happiness that we
can attain to is in securing the approbation
of our Heavenly Father, in fearing God, in
being made acquainted with his laws—
with the principles of eternal truth, and
with those things that we consider will best
promote not only our temporal, but our
eternal happiness.

There are a great many men in 
the world who, in the abstract, would 
say this is correct—that it is very 
proper for man, who is made in the

image of God, to fear him. They would
sing as Wesley did—

“Wisdom to silver we prefer, 
And gold is dross compared with her: 
In her right hand are length of days,
True riches and immortal praise,” &c.

But then, when we come to scan the
matter more minutely, we find that it is, re-
ally, only in the abstract that these things
are viewed, and that people, generally, carry
their religion very easily. They wear it very
loosely about them. They do not enter into
it with that earnestness and zeal which we,
as a people, generally do. Hence, there is
quite a difference between them and us in
these particulars. Men generally suppose
that it is well enough to fear God on Sun-
day, and perhaps attend to religion a little
during the week, but not much; that a
course of the latter kind would interfere
too much with the daily avocations of
life; and that it would be almost impos-
sible for the generality of mankind to at-
tend to these things in the way that we, as
a people, believe in. Preaching, for in-
stance, they believe must be done by a
man specially set apart for the purpose,
who by that means obtains his living, just
as another man would in the profession
of law, or in any other avocation or 
trade. In the Church of England, with
which I was first connected—inducted
into it when a boy, or rather a child—
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