
in the heavens we view it as an eternal 
kingdom. This is its condition, because 
truth and nothing but the truth exists with 
the inhabitants; they are governed by it in 
all their actions. Let the same principles 
be with us, and we shall find that the ef-
fect produced will be a oneness of purpose; 
our labors will be to promote happiness 
upon the earth and our lives will be peace-
ful ones. It is a good sign for us to adopt 
those principles that we can test and prove 
to be good or bad. I am perfectly willing 
to trust all in this kingdom, and to look to 
the world to come for an exaltation with 
the sanctified, and I know that all will be 
right if I continue faithful.

I can bear testimony that the Saints of 
the Most High God have not been wait-
ing for labor; there has always been suf-
ficient laid out to occupy their attention, 
and if they have attended to their duties 
they have no time to complain of anybody 
else. There is nothing very difficult for us 
to do, but there is enough to keep us busy 
all the time. And there are a great many 
safeguards which our Father has placed in 
his Church for the purpose of taking care 
of the sheep and pointing out to us those 
individual duties which are daily required 
at our hands. We find Presidents, Bishops 
and counselors in every direction, ever 
ready to impart to us a word of comfort 
and consolation; and if we are not taught 
we are to blame ourselves and nobody else. 
God has always spoken through his anoint-
ed servants, through those holding his 
Priesthood and authority, and he will be 
obeyed; and it is our duty and the duty of 
all men to give heed to those instructions 
and to receive knowledge from God by his 
servants as well as by his Spirit, for unless 
we do enjoy that Spirit and be guided by 
its influences we shall lack the perfection 
we are destined to arrive at.

We have a great labor to perform, and 
we have a great enemy to meet and over-
come, and therefore it will be well for us to 
take a safe course and do a few things right, 
for should we attempt to do many things 
and fail we shall be sorry for it. I feel to re-
joice in the plan of salvation, and I rejoice 
to have the privilege of laboring to estab-
lish these principles upon the earth. The 
more we do the better we feel. While we 
see mankind going to ruin because of their 
wickedness, I rejoice in the prospect of see-
ing the kingdom of God rising in splendor 
and greatness, and I do feel that we have 
abundant reason to be thankful, for we 
have been led by the hand of the Almighty 
from the first organization of this Church.

It is our business as Saints to put away 
from us everything that is wrong, that 
tends to corrupt the people of God. We 
are called upon to honor our callings and 
to labor to perform what the Bishops and 
Authorities of the Church require of us. 
Evil will produce evil, and good will pro-
duce good, and a bitter fountain will pro-
duce bitter water, and so it is throughout 
all the ramifications of the kingdom to 
which we belong. I trust that we shall all 
so live as to secure happiness and obtain 
peace with ourselves, so that we may live 
in peace at home. I do not want to see any 
of us neglect our own welfare, but I wish to 
see every Saint live as a man of God, as one 
who is striving to secure eternal life in the 
kingdom of our heavenly Father.

If I understand the principles of life 
and salvation, and with this understand-
ing should lay down this body, I should 
then continue the good work which I have 
commenced here. All that wisdom and  
knowledge which we have obtained we 
will carry with us to the spirit world, and 
this, you can readily perceive, would make  
just about such a heaven on the other

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES94

JOD Vol 10-LIVE.indd   94JOD Vol 10-LIVE.indd   94 5/13/20   9:16 PM5/13/20   9:16 PM


