
It is some time since I have occupied
much time in this stand. I want you,
brethren, sisters, and friends, and all that
live, to understand that the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the king-
dom of God, is the same today as it was
thirty years ago.

I think it is twenty-seven or twenty-
eight years since I came into this Church.
My friends and relatives said it would come
to naught probably in about a year. I told
them it was a Church and kingdom which
God had set up, and it never would come
to naught; and I now say, it never will be
overcome worlds without end. I know this
just as well as I know I see you today. I
knew it when I first became a member of
this Church, but not so well as I do today.
All the nations upon this earth will
crumble back to their mother earth, but
this Church will stand forever; so you may
set your hearts at rest upon that point.

Things are as we see them to prove our
integrity towards God and his cause; for
everything that can be shaken and over-
thrown will not stand, and that which can-
not be shaken will remain. And those who
stand will be like the gleaning of grapes after
the vintage is done. So it will be with this
people. It mattereth not what takes place,
for it cannot affect the truth, but makes it
shine brighter and brighter in the eyes of

those who cleave to it, and bring forth the
fruits of righteousness.

Joseph Smith was a prophet of the Most
High, and laid the foundation of this great
Work, and established the holy Priesthood
upon the earth, and God gave many reve-
lations through him for our guidance. He
said many a time while he was living, “I am
laying the foundation, and you, Brother
Brigham, and your brethren the Twelve
Apostles, with those who are connected
with you in the holy Priesthood, will rear a
great and mighty fabric upon it; you will
bear off the kingdom.” And so it will be.
Wicked men and wicked spirits may bring
into requisition all the wisdom and cun-
ning they possess to devise plans to over-
throw this kingdom, but all their deep-laid
plots will fail. They cannot do a thing to
hinder the progress of this Work, but
everything they do will promote it and
bring it more and more into notice, from
this time henceforth and forever. I know it,
and all hell cannot prevail against it; for
Jesus says, “And upon this rock will I build
my church, and the gates of hell cannot pre-
vail against it.” It is the same church that he
established in his day which he has renewed
unto us, with the same Priesthood and the
same authority, and the Lord God will back
up this kingdom and cause it to spread 
like a thrifty plant, and bring about his
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