
who have ever been called to the knowl-
edge of the Gospel, or upon whom he has
bestowed the power to administer the laws
of salvation.

I reflect with great pleasure upon the
prospects before us, and upon the past his-
tory of our people, and the wisdom God has
given unto his servants, and to this people,
to establish his truth, and to proclaim it
unto the inhabitants of the earth, to accom-
plish his purposes in building up the king-
dom he has so long promised he would es-
tablish in the latter times no more to be
thrown down. When we see how God made
choice of his servant Joseph, and brought
him from obscurity and from the midst of
ignorance, and bestowed upon him the wis-
dom of eternity, how he trained him in that
knowledge which is necessary, both tempo-
ral and spiritual, to enable him to organize
this great people—I call us a great people,
not because of our numbers, but because of
our prospects, our power, and our organiza-
tion—He gave him wisdom necessary to or-
ganize His kingdom upon permanent
principles, that it might grow like a seed
planted in good ground—small in the be-
ginning, but germinating and growing until
it becomes a great and mighty tree. It was by
means of the wisdom God gave unto Joseph
Smith that he was enabled to organize the
kingdom of God upon the earth out of the
contending, conflicting elements in Bab-
ylon, upon principles that will cause it to in-
crease until it shall spread over the whole
earth. He not only gave this wisdom to his
prophet Joseph, but he has also given it to
his prophet Brigham, whom he has en-
dowed with power and wisdom to take hold
of His work where Joseph left it when he
passed beyond the veil, and carrying it for-
ward until, in the eyes of all observing and
thinking men, it is the greatest wonder of
the present age.

It is a wonder that when all nations of
the earth are full of contention, strife, and
disunion, when they are warring in deadly
strife one against another, when they have
not the power to cement themselves to-
gether, that there has been one man in the
midst of the nations who has had such
controlling influence that people have been
gathered together from every nation, creed,
and church, speaking a great variety of lan-
guages—men and women trained under
different influences, circumstances, and
habits. It is a wonder to see them collected
as this people are today, to see them united
and dwelling in peace, to see them gov-
erned by the slightest whisper of him God
has appointed to preside, to see every ob-
struction moved from the path of the on-
ward progress of the kingdom of God; not
only this, but to see this wisdom develop-
ing itself through all the ramifications of
that kingdom, to see it filling the breasts of
those occupying the various offices in the
Church—to see Bishops, Bishops’ Coun-
selors, Presidents and Presidents’ Coun-
selors, Apostles, High Priests, Seventies, El-
ders, Priests, Teachers, and Deacons filling
the various offices assigned unto them to
perform; though the same knowledge fills
them to a less extent, still that spirit and
that power are increasing in them which
give promise unto them that the organiza-
tion with which they are connected will be-
come greats and mighty, and overwhelm-
ing in the midst of the earth.

We are called uneducated, illiterate, but
there is a wisdom which is being devel-
oped in the midst of this people, and they
are being trained in those principles that
will make them great and mighty before
God and man. We can see this now, but,
with the eye of faith, we can see much
more in the future, when the nations 
will seek for that wisdom which is alone
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