
silk, when in reality this is one of the finest
silk countries in the world. The mulberry
tree which produces the natural food of the
silkworm, flourish on all our bench lands,
and our climate is adapted to the healthy
condition of the silkworm. I would recom-
mend the planting and propagating of the
mulberry tree as shade trees, and as orna-
mental trees; they also yield a great abun-
dance of excellent fruit. Let our cities and
gardens be adorned with trees that are both
ornamental and useful. Our young ladies
can be amused and profitably employed in
feeding that useful insect, in winding and
spinning their silk into sewing silk, and
into yarn, which can be converted into
silks and satins of the finest texture and
quality; for we have in our community arti-
sans who can do this work as well as it can
be done in any country in the world. We
can sustain ourselves; and as for such so-
called luxuries as tea, coffee, tobacco and
whiskey, we can produce them or do with-
out them. When we produce our food and
clothing in the country where we live, then
are we so far independent of the speculat-
ing, moneymaking world outside, whereas,
if we were to dig gold, and make this our
business, then should we become slaves to
the producers of food and clothing, and
make fortunes for speculators and freighters;
and instead of working to build up Zion
and its interests, we should be laboring to
build up Gentile institutions and Gentile
interests. When this people are prepared to
properly use the riches of this world for the
building up of the kingdom of God, He is
ready and willing to bestow them upon us.
If the Latter-day Saints will walk up to 
their privileges, and exercise faith in the
name of Jesus Christ, and live in the 
enjoyment of the fullness of the Holy Ghost
constantly day by day, there is nothing

on the face of the earth that they could ask
for, that would not be given to them. The
Lord is waiting to be very gracious unto
this people, and to pour out upon them
riches, honor, glory, and power, even that
they may possess all things according to the
promises He has made through His
apostles and prophets.

I refer to this, having my eye particularly
on the chastisement I gave the merchants
last fall and spring Conferences. I said
then, what I will say anywhere, for it is as
true as the sun shines. Are our merchants
honest? I could not be honest and do as
they do; they make five hundred percent
on some of their goods, and that, too, from
an innocent, confiding, poor, industrious
people. What do this people, who have
been gathered from the manufacturing and
rural districts of foreign countries, know
about speculation? Nothing. Where they
lived they worked by the day or by the
week for so much, and then would buy so
much bread and so much meat, &c., with
their wages. Here, when they have a dollar
instead of a farthing, they do not know
what to do with it; but the merchants are
ready to say give it to us for a piece of rag.
If they do not repent they will go to hell.
They have made fortunes out of the poor
Saints. What do you think about them? I
know how God looks at them, and I know
how I look at them. They have got to de-
vote the riches they have gathered from this
poor people to the building up of the king-
dom of God, or they and their riches will
perish together. I mean this to apply to our
merchants that are here, and to those who
are scattered through the Territory. I am
speaking of our Mormon merchants. When
a Gentile merchant comes here he gives us
to understand that he is here to make all the
money he can out of the Mormons; we

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES114


