
plant and toil, but we should never forget
that it is God who gives the increase; and
by meeting together, our health and spirits
will be better, we will look better, and the
things of this world will increase around us
more, and we will know better how to
enjoy them.

At Mount Pleasant, in San Pete County,
an Elder wished to give out a notice for the
brethren to water their wheat immediately,
for it was suffering. I requested him to
allow me to give out the notice for him,
which he did; and I gave out the appoint-
ment, informing the saints that if they
would place guards sufficient to keep their
homes from Indian depredations, fires,
&c., and the rest of the men, women, and
children attend our meetings, I would
promise them, in the name of Israel’s God,
better crops than if they did otherwise.
This was on Wednesday, and in the night
there came a beautiful shower, and we con-
tinued to have showers, until at Manti, on
Sunday, we were under the necessity of sus-
pending our meeting in the Bowery, and
repairing to the meetinghouse; the earth
was thoroughly soaked, and vegetation was
refreshed, and the people were satisfied. I
notice this incident merely to show that if
we will do our duty, and be faithful to our
God, He will never be backward in dis-
pensing His mercies liberally to us.

We should spend a portion of our time
and means in training our children, and a
most effective way is to do it by example.
If we wish our children to be faithful to us,
let us be faithful to God and to one an-
other. If we wish them to be obedient to
us, let us be obedient to our superiors. Par-
ents should manifest before their children
all that they wish to see exhibited in them.
Whatever a husband requires of a wife, or
of a child, in obedience, in meekness, 
in submission, manifest before them all

that you require of them. Example is better
than precept. When we present precepts
they should correspond with our own
example.

I say to fathers, mothers, and to the
whole Priesthood of the Son of God, if we
expect to sanctify ourselves and the earth
upon which we tread, we must begin that
work in our own hearts; let them be pure
and holy, and devoted entirely to the serv-
ice of God, then will the earth become
sanctified and holy under our feet; we shall
begin to spread abroad and enlarge our
borders with greater power when we can
conquer ourselves and be able to exercise a
good influence over our friends and neigh-
bors. We do many wrongs which we would
not do if we knew better, and so it is with
our children. You may remember it and lay
it to heart, and if you wish, write it in your
journals, that some of the best spirits that
have ever been sent to earth are coming at
the present time, comparatively speaking.

Solomon said, “He that spareth his rod
hateth his son,” but instead of using the
rod, I will teach my children by example
and by precept. I will teach them every op-
portunity I have to cherish faith, to exercise
patience, to be full of long-suffering and
kindness. It is not by the whip or the rod
that we can make obedient children; but it
is by faith and by prayer, and by setting a
good example before them. This is my be-
lief. I expect to obtain the same as Abra-
ham obtained by faith and prayer, also the
same as Isaac and Jacob obtained; but there
are few who live for the blessings of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob after they are sealed
upon them. No blessing that is sealed 
upon us will do us any good, unless we live
for it. Whereas, if we are faithful, there is
nothing which is calculated to please the
eye, to gladden the heart, to cheer and
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