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the strictest principles of philosophy, even
the philosophy of the heavens. In regard to
the events that will transpire on the earth,
we have had a thousand ideas and many of
them probably correct. We have believed
that God had an object to accomplish in
relation to this world; we believe we came
here for this purpose and that the myri-
ads of human beings that have inhabited
this earth since its organization have come
and gone for a certain purpose. We have
believed that there have been conflicting
elements and conflicting spirits and pow-
ers, and we have believed that God has de-
signed ultimately to root out and remove
from the earth everything that is contrary
to his will, designs, and purposes in rela-
tion to the earth. As a people we believe
that God has commenced in these last
days to build up his kingdom and root out
the ungodly from the earth and establish
correct principles. We believe there is an
antagonism in the world to God and to
his laws and to the principles of truth, not
only with the bodies of men but with the
spirits of men who have left the earth and
the spirits who are in opposition to God.
There are various influences at work to
oppose God and his laws and the estab-
lishment of his kingdom upon the earth.
We believe, moreover, that he will ulti-
mately accomplish his own purposes, es-
tablish his own government, root out the
wicked, take the reins of government into
his own hands and possess the kingdom
himself. We are not singular in this be-
lief. The same things have been believed
by every man that has known God in all
ages of the world; all who have ever been
inspired by him have had the same views
in relation to these matters that we have,
hence Paul says, “That the times of res-
titution have been spoken of by all the
holy prophets since the world began.” So
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all men who are inspired of God know him
and can look into futurity; and all who
ever have lived who were thus inspired
looked through the vista of future ages to
the time we are speaking of, and which we
commemorate when we partake of the em-
blems of the broken body and shed blood
of Jesus Christ. They looked forward to
the time when he would come again and
when a reign of righteousness would be in-
troduced on the earth. The next time he
comes he will see that right bears the sway
and the meek of the earth increase their
joy in the Lord and the poor among men
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel; when
trouble and sorrow shall have an end and
the scorner shall be consumed and those
who watch for iniquity shall be cut off.
Righteousness will take the place of error,
wrong give place to right, falsehood and
guile to truth and sincerity and every prin-
ciple that has demoralized, corrupted, and
enthralled the inhabitants of the earth will
be destroyed; when not only one people,
one individual, or an isolated few will par-
ticipate in this blessed state of things, but
every knee shall bow to him and every
tongue confess to him that he is the Christ
to the glory of God the Father, whose au-
thority will be acknowledged throughout
the world. The earth no more will groan
under corruption and sin, and its inhabi-
tants will no more suffer from the powers of
darkness, but will be fully and thoroughly
redeemed from the thralldom thereof, and
truth, righteousness, judgment, and equity
will reign with universal empire. We believe
the commencement of these great chan-
ges has come in our day. We believe that
God has revealed to the human family,
through Joseph Smith, the great prin-
ciples upon which the latter-day kingdom
is founded. We believe that God has be-

gun now to gather together his elect, as the
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