
receive His own, and rule and reign king of
nations as He does king of saints; “For he
must reign, till he hath put all enemies
under his feet. The last enemy that shall be
destroyed is death.” He will banish sin
from the earth and its dreadful conse-
quences, tears shall be wiped from every
eye and there shall be nothing to hurt or
destroy in all God’s holy mountain.

In view of the establishment of the king-
dom of God upon the earth by Jesus
Christ, John the Baptist proclaimed, that
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. “Prepare
ye the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight;” and, “John did baptize in the
wilderness, and preach the baptism of re-
pentance for the remission of sins.” Jesus
Christ sent His disciples to preach the
gospel to every creature, to the king and
the peasant, to the great and the small, to
the rich and the poor, to the bond and the
free, to the black and the white; they were
sent to preach the gospel of repentance and
remission of sins to all the world, and “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned. And these signs shall follow them
that believe; In my name shall they cast out
devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
They shall take up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt
them: they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover.”

The Latter-day Saints, this strange
people as they are called, believe and
practice this gospel; they believe that the
acts of the creatures, in the performance
of the ordinances, prove to the heavens,
to God, to angels and to the good who
are upon the earth—to their brethren and
to those who are not their brethren in a
church capacity—to those who believe
and to those who do not believe, that
they are sincere in their belief before God

and man. Every doctrine and principle that
is laid down in the Old and New Testa-
ments for salvation, this people will persist
in believing and practicing; and, for so
doing, they have become a byword, and are
wondered at by the orthodox Christians of
the 19th century, who are truly astonished
that anybody, in this enlightened age,
should emphatically believe that the Lord
and His servants anciently spoke the truth,
and intended their words should be be-
lieved and practiced by all who desire sal-
vation. It is our privilege, if we so wish, to
disbelieve the words of God or a part of
them; but we choose rather to believe all
the words of God, and are trying to ob-
serve all of His precepts, to purify the Lord
God in our hearts.

There cannot be found a people upon
the face of the whole earth who are more
perfect in the belief and practice of the
gospel of Jesus Christ than are the Latter-
day Saints, and there exists no people who
are more easily governed. We have been
gathered from many nations, and speak
many languages; we have been ruled by dif-
ferent nationalities, and educated in differ-
ent religions, yet we dwell together in Utah
under one government, believe in the same
God and worship Him in the same way,
and we are all one in Christ Jesus. The
world wonder at this, and fear the union
that prevails among this, as they are called,
singular people. Why is this? It is because
the Spirit of the Lord Almighty is in the
people, and they follow its dictates, and
they hearken to the truth, and live by it;
this unites them in one, and causeth them
to dwell together in peace; and were it not
for pettifogging lawyers and judges who are
among us, a lawsuit would not be heard of
in Utah from one year’s end to another.
When many of these people come to Utah
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