THE DISCORD, ETC.

authority? The Church of England gave
authority to all the seceding sects that have
sprung out of her, and they left her because
she was corrupt. Where did the Church of
England obtain her authority? From the
Church of Rome, which they say is the
mother of harlots and the abomination
of all things. Where does the Church of
Rome obtain her authority? They tell you
that they get it down in an unbroken chain
of descent from the Apostles’ times. Their
statement is the most reasonable, ratio-
nal and consistent of them all. The Greek
Church professes to be governed by the
same authority. When we apply a test to
them we find that they do not stand upon
a very good foundation. When, and where-
in, and how have they departed from the
true authority of God? I will quote a cer-
tain Scripture by one of the old Apostles,
“He that transgresseth, and abideth not
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.”
Do they abide in the doctrine of Christ? I
think not.

Who taught them to sprinkle little chil-
dren? Did the Gospel of Jesus Christ teach
them this? No. But they rely on an unbro-
ken descent for their authority. In answer
to this, the Protestants tell them that the
chain of their Popedom has been broken
at different times. I do not care whether it
has or not. If the Pope transgressed, it is
not to say that the bishops and priests and
the whole community did; this would not
be a sufficient argument to satisfy me that
the Roman Catholics had departed from
the faith of Christ; but when they gath-
ered together the authorities of the church
from all the world in a solemn conclave,
as they did at the Councils of Nice and
Trent, and passed resolutions which ad-
mitted of doctrines and principles in di-
rect violation of the laws of God and of

the Church of God, then as a church,
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with the voice of their representatives they
forsook God and introduced the doctrines
of men. “He that transgresseth, and abid-
eth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath
not God;” and if they do not abide in the
doctrine of Christ they do not retain their
priesthood and authority to administer in
the ordinances of God. Then we are left
without authority on the earth.

Shall we go to the Greek Church for
the true authority? It is based pretty much
upon the same principle as the Roman
Catholic Church is, and all the sectarian
bodies of Christendom are as destitute of
the true authority of God as the mother
church is.

Where shall we look for the true order or
authority of God? It cannot be found in any
nation of Christendom. There is no people
that have held communion with God, no
true church, priesthood, or authority, no
medium of communication between God
and man for church government, to dictate,
regulate, manage, and control the affairs of
his kingdom upon the earth.

How did this state of things called
Mormonism originate? We read that an
angel came down and revealed himself to
Joseph Smith and manifested unto him in
vision the true position of the world in a
religious point of view. He was surround-
ed with light and glory while the heavenly
messenger communicated these things unto
him, after a series of visitations and com-
munications from the Apostle Peter and
others who held the authority of the holy
Priesthood, not only on the earth formerly
but in the heavens afterwards. That they
hold it in the heavens we know from the
Scriptures. In them there are certain prin-
ciples revealed in relation to that mat-
ter that nobody could reveal unless they
were acquainted with the principle of
revelation. Moses and Elias were seen
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