
clothe ourselves, to build comfortable habi-
tations for ourselves and our families, as He
has been willing to bestow that ability
upon us. We should be just as willing to
learn to govern and control ourselves, and
to abide in the truth, as we are to have the
Lord assist us in doing so. When we fully
perform our part, the Lord will not be
backward in performing all that He has
promised, if He should have to waste away
and utterly destroy nations and kingdoms
to do it.

We all believe that the Lord will fight
our battles; but how? Will He do it while
we are unconcerned and make no effort
whatever for our own safety when an
enemy is upon us? If we make no efforts to
guard our towns, our houses, our cities, our
wives and children, will the Lord guard
them for us? He will not; but if we pursue
the opposite course and arrive to help Him
to accomplish His designs, then will He
fight our battles. We are baptized for the
remission of sins; but it would be quite as
reasonable to expect remission of sins with-
out baptism, as to expect the Lord to fight
our battles without our taking every pre-
caution to be prepared to defend ourselves.
The Lord requires us to be quite as willing
to fight our own battles as to have Him
fight them for us. If we are not ready for an
enemy when he comes upon us, we have
not lived up to the requirements of Him
who guides the ship of Zion, or who dic-
tates the affairs of his kingdom.

The Lord has promised to provide for His
Saints, to feed them and clothe them; but He
expects them to plough and plant, sow and
reap, and prepare their bread from the in-
crease of the soil. It is just as reasonable to
suppose that He will raise our grain and fruit
for us while we are sunning ourselves, or lying
in a state of inactivity in the shade—that He
will grind our wheat and make it into

cakes for us—as to expect that He will
fight our battles when we will not make a
motion towards preparing for self-defense
against any enemy that may approach us.
We cannot expect that the Lord will fight
our battles if we sell our powder and lead
and arms to the Indians, and leave our-
selves unarmed and defenseless. If we do
this, He will leave us to ourselves to suffer
for this great neglect, as we should have to
suffer for want of bread, if we did not take
the proper precautions to raise it from the
ground when it would be in our power to
do so. If we wish to preserve ourselves from
suffering cold in the winter, it is expected
that we build houses and provide fuel.
Now, the Lord will not do this for us,
when we have the material all around us
and the strength to perform the labor re-
quired. If we wish to keep our cattle from
perishing, it is necessary to lay up fodder;
the winter may be severe or it may be mild;
but in taking the precaution of laying up
fodder, we are prepared for either a mild or
a severe winter. The Lord has endowed us
with ability to gather from the elements
around us every material which is necessary
for food, raiment, and shelter. We know
how to raise sheep, and how to manufac-
ture their wool into cloth. We know how
to raise flax, and cotton, and hemp, and
silk, and how to make them contribute 
to our comfort. We know how to raise
grain and fruit in abundance, and what to
do with them when we have raised them;
and we hope to know how to use weapons
of defense as well as any other people 
or nation, if ever necessary, which I hope
and pray will never be necessary. We
should always be willing and ready to obey
every good and wholesome law, whether it
be to arm ourselves as the law directs, 
to train in the ranks, to labor with our
hands, to preach the Gospel, to pray or to
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