
every word that proceeds from the mouth 
of God through his servants whom he has 
placed to guide his kingdom, on the earth. 
This is righteousness towards God. It is 
said we can do nothing for the Lord, that 
if he was an hungered, he would not ask 
us for bread, etc.; but we can perform the 
duties we owe to him by the performance 
of the duties we owe to each other; in this 
way we can show ourselves approved be-
fore our Father who is in heaven. “And 
the King shall answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Who 
has a greater opportunity of doing good to 
the brethren than the Latter-day Saints? 
Who has a finer chance of showing their 
faith by their works?

The gathering of Israel I will mention 
as one of the many opportunities that this 
people have of showing their good works 
to their brethren in distant nations, who 
are now suffering for want of the com-
mon necessaries of life; who are pleading 
day by day with their brethren and with 
the Lord continually for temporal deliver-
ance. In these Valleys the people are well 
provided for, are wealthy and exceedingly 
prosperous, and can well afford to prove 
their loyalty to the heavens in expending 
a portion of their means to gather Israel. A 
great many are doing what they think they 
can do, but I think we might do more, as 
a people, in aiding to gather Israel, which 
is one portion of the great Work of the last 
days. This is a part of our religion, to do 
all the good we can in aiding and assist-
ing our brethren in distress who are of the 
household of faith, and in placing them 
in a condition like unto ourselves in these 
quiet vales of the mountains, where they 
can be freed from the thralldom of sin and  
oppression in which they have lived to the

present time. We have so far effected our 
deliverance, and in this the Lord has been 
extremely kind to us, in planting our feet 
in these goodly valleys where we have been 
blessed and prospered. No person here 
need go without the common necessaries 
of life. How much will we devote to the 
deliverance of our brethren, who are as 
anxious as we are to identify their interests 
with the kingdom of God at headquarters, 
where they, like us, can be benefited in the 
instructions we receive here from time to 
time? I have often thought that we do not 
fairly comprehend the great mercies and 
blessings the Almighty has conferred upon 
us; if we did, we should show our apprecia-
tion of them by our actions in aiding those 
who are so anxious to be delivered from 
Babylon to be planted in these valleys and 
participate in the blessings we enjoy.

As I said in the beginning, the world is 
opposed to us, but we have nothing to do 
with them in one sense, but to do our duty 
and sustain righteous principles with an 
eye single to the glory of God; in this he 
will sustain us and bring us off victorious 
at last. We have great reason to be thank-
ful this morning for the great peace and 
prosperity which attends us as a people; 
we have great cause to rejoice before the 
Lord of Hosts, who has been a kind Father 
unto us from our early infancy to this time. 
What has he not done for us? Do we not 
live in an age of the world in which he has 
revealed his holy Gospel and sent his mes-
sengers with the light of the Gospel, and 
have we not become the happy partici-
pants of this knowledge? Are not our feet 
planted upon the rock of salvation? Has he 
not delivered us from the power of wicked, 
ungodly and designing men, and given us  
an inheritance far from their power, where 
we can worship him, none daring to
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