
When I speak of our duty it applies to all,
male and female. It is the right of the
mother who labors in the kitchen, with her
little prattling children around, to enjoy
the Spirit of Christ, and to know her duty
with regard to those children; but it is not
her duty and privilege to dictate to her hus-
band in his duties and business. If that
mother or wife enjoys the gift and power of
the Holy Ghost, she will never intrude
upon the rights of her husband. It is the
right and privilege of the husband to know
his duty with regard to his wives and chil-
dren, his flocks and his herds, his fields and
his possessions; though I have seen women
who, I thought, actually knew more about
the business of life than their husbands
themselves did, and were really more capa-
ble of directing a farm, the building of a
house, and the management of flocks and
herds, etc., than the men were; but if men
were to live up to their privileges this
would not be the case; for it is their right
to claim the light of truth and that intelli-
gence and knowledge necessary to enable
them to carry on every branch of their
business successfully.

It is the right and privilege of every
Elder in Israel to enjoy the Holy Ghost,
and the light of it, to know everything
which concerns himself and his individual
duties, but it is not his right and privilege
to dictate his superior in office, nor to give
him counsel, unless he is called upon to do
so, then he may make suggestions; and if
the people of a ward are living in the faith-
ful performance of their several duties,
their faith and their prayers will be concen-
trated before the Lord, in the name of
Jesus, for and in behalf of their bishop, that
he may know his business and be made
fully capable to fulfil the duties of his 
calling to the honor of God and the salva-
tion of the people. Wherever a man is ap-

pointed to preside, he should preside in the
dignity of his office, and be able to discrim-
inate between his duties as a presiding offi-
cer in a branch, he being a high priest we
will say, and the duties of the bishop. I am
gratified to say that such a thing does exist
in the midst of this people that one man
can preside as a president and another as a
bishop, in the same ward, and not quarrel
with each other; each one has the privilege
for himself of knowing his duty by the rev-
elations of the Lord Jesus Christ. And if all
presidents and bishops were inspired by
this spirit, they never would have any diffi-
culty, but they would see eye to eye. It is
the duty and privilege of the Twelve
Apostles to have the Holy Ghost for their
constant companion, and live always in the
Spirit of Revelation, to know their duty
and understand their calling; this is also the
duty and privilege of the First Presidency of
the church.

In the setting forth of items of doctrine
which pertain to the progress and further
building up of the kingdom of God upon
the earth, and the revealing of His mind
and will, He has but one mouth through
which to make known His will to His
people. When the Lord wishes to give a
revelation to His people, when He wishes
to reveal new items of doctrine to them, or
administer chastisement, He will do it
through the man whom He has appointeth
to that office and calling. The rest of the
offices and callings of the church are helps
and governments for the edifying of the
body of Christ and the perfection of the
Saints, etc., every president, bishop, elder,
priest, teacher, deacon and member stand-
ing in his order and officiating in his
standing and degree of priesthood as 
ministers of the words of life, as shepherds
to watch over departments and sections 
of the flock of God in all the world,
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