
and hats, and cease to sell the barley, the
oats, the wheat, etc., to buy imported ones,
or when the wheat, and the oats, and the
barley are all sold, get your husbands to
run into debt for that which you can as
well make yourselves as not. I am satisfied
that we can make, from material grown in
these valleys, bonnets and hats as beautiful
to look upon as any that have ever been
imported to this Territory. I am addressing
myself to the ladies of the kingdom of
God, to those who know how to keep their
houses, furniture and beds pure and clean,
who can cook food for their husbands and
children in a way that it will be clean, taste-
ful and wholesome. The woman that can
do this I call a lady. In this view I differ
from the world generally; for the lady of
the world is not supposed to know any-
thing about what is going on in the
kitchen; her highest ambition is to be sure
and be in the fashion, at no matter what
cost to her husband or father; she consid-
ers that she may as well be out of the world
as out of the fashion.

There has been a great deal said upon
the subject of Home Manufacturing; and
the article of straw is the readiest to come
at of any other material of which clothing
is made. Now, my sisters, will you hearken
to those who spend all their time to do
you good, who traverse the world over to
gather the Saints, to preach the Gospel,
make believers and gather them together
that they become Saints—will you
hearken to this counsel and obey it? Rye
should be sown in the spring, and cut in
the proper season, and cured as it should
be to make good straw for hats and bon-
nets, and our boys and girls should braid
it, and have it made up, and save the im-
mense amount of ready means which we
have to pay out for that article alone. Will
the sisters belonging to the kingdom of

God do this? I might call for a vote of those
who are present, and no doubt you would
enter into a covenant to perform this duty,
and many very likely would not give the
matter another thought. I will not ask you
to vote; but I will ask you to do this as a
duty, and to commence right away in this
city by wards, and form yourselves into so-
cieties for the accomplishment of this pur-
pose, and see that the little boys and girls,
instead of their running wild in the streets,
throwing the dust and dirt into their hair
and garments from morning until night,
are brought into the house, their skins and
clothes washed clean, their hair combed
neatly, and they set to braiding straw. This
will teach them to be industrious, and save
them from contracting habits of indolence
and slothfulness, and be the means of in-
troducing an important branch of industry
into our country. How much better this
would be than to let our children waste
their time in unnecessary play; they need
time to study, time for recreation, and time
to be engaged in some useful employment.
It is the duty of parents to see that the time
of their children is properly appropriated to
pursuits of usefulness, profit, and advan-
tage to themselves, to their parents or
guardians, and to the kingdom of God at
large, that they may grow up to become ef-
ficient and worthy citizens of that king-
dom.

Bishops, will you see that enough rye is
sown to supply the wants of the people of
your wards, and see that the crop is har-
vested when it should be to make good
straw for braiding? If you will do this, and
the people will not avail themselves of
making their own hats and bonnets, there
is no complaint can be attached to you. I
have raised crops of rye from year to 
year, and invited the people to use the
straw for making bonnets and hats; but no;
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