
will be under the direction and auspices 
of the Lord of Hosts, and that in all our 
affairs, whether they relate to things tem-
poral or things spiritual, as we have been 
in the habit of calling them, we shall be 
under the direction of the Lord, as the 
Scriptures say, “It shall come to pass that 
all the people shall be taught of the Lord.” 
This is part and parcel of our creed. We 
believe that we shall rear splendid edifices, 
magnificent temples and beautiful cit-
ies that shall become the pride, praise and 
glory of the whole earth. We believe that 
this people will excel in literature, in sci-
ence and the arts and in manufactures. In 
fact, there will be a concentration of wis-
dom, not only of the combined wisdom 
of the world as it now exists, but men will 
be inspired in regard to all these matters 
in a manner and to an extent that they 
never have been before, and we shall have 
eventually, when the Lord’s purposes are 
carried out, the most magnificent build-
ings, the most pleasant and beautiful gar-
dens, the richest and most costly cloth-
ing, and be the most healthy and the most 
intellectual people that will reside upon 
the earth. This is part and parcel of our 
faith; in fact, Zion will become the praise 
of the whole earth; and as the Queen of 
Sheba said anciently, touching the glory of 
Solomon, the half of it had not been told 
her, so it will be in regard to Israel in their 
dwelling places. In fact, if there is any-
thing great, noble, dignified, exalted, any- 
thing pure, or holy, or virtuous, or lovely, 
anything that is calculated to exalt or en-
noble the human mind, to dignify and ele-
vate the people, it will be found among the 
people of the Saints of the Most High God. 
This is only a faint outline of some of our 
views in relation to these things, and hence 
we talk of returning to Jackson County  
to build the most magnificent temple

that ever was formed on the earth and the 
most splendid city that was ever erected; 
yea, cities, if you please. The architectural 
designs of those splendid edifices, cities, 
walls, gardens, bowers, streets, etc., will be 
under the direction of the Lord, who will 
control and manage all these matters; and 
the people, from the President down, will 
all be under the guidance and direction of 
the Lord in all the pursuits of human life, 
until eventually they will be enabled to 
erect cities that will be fit to be caught up—
that when Zion descends from above, Zion 
will also ascend from beneath, and be pre-
pared to associate with those from above. 
The people will be so perfected and puri-
fied, ennobled, exalted, and dignified in 
their feelings and so truly humble and most 
worthy, virtuous and intelligent that they 
will be fit, when caught up, to associate 
with that Zion that shall come down from 
God out of heaven. This is the idea, in 
brief, that we have entertained in relation 
to many of these things. If we could keep 
our eyes upon this a little while, and then 
look back to where we came from, examine 
our present position and see the deprav-
ity, ignorance and corruption that exists 
where we have come from and that yet ex-
ists among us, it is evident that some great 
revolution, some mighty change has got to 
transpire to revolutionize our minds, our 
feelings and judgment, our pursuits and ac-
tion, and, in fact, to control and influence 
us throughout, before anything of this kind 
can take place, and hence it is when the 
light of heaven comes to reflect upon the 
human mind, when we can see ourselves 
as God sees us and comprehend ourselves 
as he comprehends us, and understand our 
position as he understands it, we should 
have different views of ourselves than we 
have when unenlightened by the Spirit. No
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