
here or there with profit and with advan-
tage. I have labored most industriously
since I have acquired a little experience my-
self, to induce my brethren to direct their
energies upon smaller tracts of land; for I
have noticed where men would attempt to
raise a crop off forty acres of land, that they
could not get their crops in in season, and
frequently the frost came early and de-
stroyed a great portion of them. This is be-
stowing our labor for that which does not
profit. Now, would it not be better to con-
fine our energies to a small tract of land,
put in our crops in due season, have ample
time to do it, do it well, and then it would
only require one-half or one-third the
amount of water to mature them, and they
would mature in advance of the frost?

I do not know how it is in other sections
of the country, but I presume it is more or
less with them like the circumstances I will
relate. I have known men, single handed,
attempt to raise twenty-five and thirty acres
of grain when it is more than any one man
can well do; the result is, they find them-
selves troubled to get the water; they run
from break of day until dark at night, wear-
ing themselves out, and with all they can
do they cannot bestow that attention upon
their fields which they need, and they only
get from eighteen to twenty bushels of
wheat to the acre. When men have confined
themselves to ten acres of land, having
plowed it well the season before, all the foul
weeds killed out and the soil left clean, the
seed sown at an early day in the Spring, and
put in in good order, I have known such
fields to produce from forty to sixty bushels
of good plump wheat to the acre. Besides,
when fields are so cultivated, less water is
used; the necessary labor can be performed
without being hurried, and a plentiful

harvest of golden sheaves reward the toil of
the laborer.

This season, in all probability, our crops
will fall short of other years some thirty
thousand bushels of wheat, by reason of
the early frosts. While I regret this loss, I
am happy to say that there is plenty of
good wheat in the granary, or in the Egypt
of Utah; and I think the loss this year,
through early frosts, will aid very much in
enforcing the principles which I have en-
deavored to advance, namely, to confine
our labors to smaller tracts of land and put
in our crops in good time; that while they
are growing luxuriantly and yielding boun-
tifully, filling our bins with golden grain we
are not worn out with toil before the days
allotted to us to live are expired; but we still
have our strength, time to build comfort-
able houses for our families to live in, barns
and sheds, and to prepare shelter for our
stock.

I find the longer we live in these valleys
that the range is becoming more and more
destitute of grass; the grass is not only eaten
up by the great amount of stock that feed
upon it, but they tramp it out by the very
roots; and where grass once grew luxuri-
antly, there is now nothing but the desert
weed, and hardly a spear of grass is to be
seen.

Between here and the mouth of Emigra-
tion Canyon, when our brethren, the Pio-
neers, first landed here in ‘47, there was an
abundance of grass over all those benches;
they were covered with it like a meadow.
There is now nothing but the desert weed,
the sage, the rabbit bush, and such like plants,
that make very poor feed for stock. Being cut
short of our range in the way we have been,
and accumulating stock as we are, we have
nothing to feed them with in the winter 
and they perish. There is no profit in this, nei-
ther is it pleasing in the sight of God our
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