
enjoy through faithfulness the blessings,
and honors, and privileges that he did? I
see nothing in the way of it. I believe it is
according to the goodness, and generosity,
and loving kindness of our Father in
heaven. Now, the Jews boasted that they
were the literal descendants of Abraham;
and, notwithstanding their unrighteous-
ness, stubbornness of heart, blindness of
mind, and unbelief, they considered them-
selves heirs to all the promises made unto
Abraham, and a distinguished and honored
people. Jesus came to them, and taught
and instructed them, and would have saved
them, but they would not allow him to be
their Savior; hence he said, “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets,
and stonest them which are sent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered thy chil-
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would
not!” The Savior began to reason with
them on one occasion; they answered and
said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus
saith unto them, “If ye were Abraham’s
children, ye would do the works of Abra-
ham. Ye are of your father the devil, and
the lusts of your father ye will do. He was
a murderer from the beginning, and abode
not in the truth, because there is no truth
in him,” etc. Now, they are the people to
whom the promises were made, of whom
it is said they should be remembered for-
ever, and that too with loving kindness and
favor. It was understood that they would be
chastened if they went astray, but the Lord
would always remember them on account
of their fathers.

They that are the children of Abraham
do the works of Abraham. What did Abra-
ham do? The Spirit of the Lord came upon
him, and the voice of the Lord was heard
by him, and when the Lord commanded
him he obeyed; when he was commanded

to offer up his only son, his darling Isaac,
he prepared to do so. Abraham, no doubt,
felt all the sympathies of a kindhearted fa-
ther, but still the voice of God to him was
paramount to all things else, and he laid his
son upon the altar and was about to slay
him; and while the knife was aimed at the
life of the lad, showing that Abraham was
fully bent to do the will of God, and follow
out the instructions given him, an angel’s
voice from on high said, Abraham, spare
thy son; I have tried and proved you; now I
have the evidence that you will not with-
hold anything from me; there is a ram in
the thicket, take him and offer him up in-
stead; and Isaac was accepted in a figure
and was saved. Abraham went on in obedi-
ence to the requirements of Heaven and
faltered not. Now, then, if we will do the
works of Abraham, we are the children of
Abraham. The natural seed of Abraham re-
jected the offers of mercy, and it was said of
them, “Reprobate silver shall men call
them, because the Lord hath rejected
them.” Again, Paul says, “For he is not a
Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is
that circumcision, which is outward in the
flesh.” Their true line of connection with
Abraham was broken because of unbelief,
and Heaven regarded it no more. But here
is a new institution, hence, says Jesus, ex-
cept a man be born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God, and except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God. To be
born again is necessary to be a child of
Abraham—to be a child of God. We are
to be born of water and of the Spirit.
What will the Spirit do for us if we give
place to it and allow it to act according 
to its office in our own bosoms, and 
oppose it not, doing nothing to grieve it
and to paralyze its force and influence
upon our systems? Will it not create

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES152


