
us anew in Christ Jesus, making our flesh,
blood, and bones anew, creating the whole
creature anew, being born from above and
sanctified unto God? It seems so to me. It
was said to Jesus, “Behold, thy mother and
thy brethren stand without, desiring to
speak with thee.” But he answered and said
unto him who told him, “Who is my
mother? and who are my brethren? And he
stretched forth his hand toward his dis-
ciples, and said, Behold my mother and my
brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of
my Father which is in heaven, the same is
my brother, and sister, and mother.” I do
not know that I understand the exact
meaning of the word sanctification, it is a
very commonly used word; what I under-
stand by it is, that the sanctifying influ-
ences of the Spirit of God is that influence
which purges us from everything that is
worldly, selfish, and contrary to the mind
of God: and the creature who is sanctified
can say, “Our Father who art in heaven,”
because he is born from above. Now, the
presumption is, if a child is born to me,
that that child inherits my spirit—my na-
ture—by virtue of his birth and “being be-
gotten by me.” If we are, then, begotten of
God and born of his Spirit, we inherit the
qualities of the Deity himself. Then may
we not all become Abrahams? It seems to
me that the Almighty can furnish territory
enough, room enough: for He is not lim-
ited: and this world and all other worlds
are subject to him. He controls, governs,
and manages them, and they are to provide
ample room for the existence and increase
of His faithful children.

I do not pretend to understand the secret
springs that are subject to the Almighty’s
touch, but suffice it to say that I know they
exist, and that He can touch them aright;
and that if we will serve Him and honor
Him and keep His commandments, He will

touch them every time in our favor. I do
not feel that the kingdom of God is going
to be overthrown, that the wicked are
going to prevail against it. I would have
great mercy upon the wicked, so far as they
will repent and obey the Gospel; but if they
will not repent and obey the Gospel, if they
will love unrighteousness and practice it all
the day long, they cannot be acknowledged
as the children of God, but will be ac-
counted enemies of the Most High, and
will be overthrown.

I wish to put the most charitable con-
struction upon the purposes of all men.
When the army was sent up to Utah under
Johnston, their design was to overthrow
the “Mormons” in these valleys; for they
considered our religion a dangerous error,
though this was not their manifest and
avowed reason. They, however, did us no
harm, and that great army, the flower of
the United States, was broken to pieces and
scattered hither and thither. They exhibited
to all men and to the heavens their pur-
pose, but God saved his people. What did
they get for their reward? Look at the fields
of Virginia and Tennessee. Look on the
battlefields in the South that have been
drenched with blood; the nation has been
clothed with mourning, sorrow, and
wretchedness, and this is their reward for
seeking to fight against God and to over-
throw his kingdom. Do they look at it so?
They do not. And they will spurn this testi-
mony as they would the testimony that
Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God, was
armed with the Spirit of God, and 
carried life and death on his tongue. The
nation has had a bloody war and a sore
time of suffering, and many a heart will
ache and be filled with sorrow after this
day; it will take a long time to heal up the
deadly wound it has inflicted upon the na-
tion, a long time to cure up the sore,
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