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before them, yet men are conquering this
soil and making it produce. Nearly three-
fourths of all the fruit trees planted in St.
George have been unsuccessful, yet the
place is looking like the Garden of Eden,
showing that perseverance, faith, and en-
ergy will conquer everything. It is a delight-
ful and pleasant locality. I name these
things because we are interested in them,
and wish the brethren to realize that those
brethren on that mission have spent the ac-
cumulated property of many years, and
many of them are successful; some are yet
struggling to make a start, and it is with
them as the old adage has it, while the grass
grows the cow starves; but they are not dis-
couraged; their eyes look bright, their spirit
is determined, and I was pleased to hear
Elder Snow speak of the good spirit they
felt, and that they were determined to over-
come. A people possessed of such great en-
ergy, aided by the ready cooperation of
their brethren in the north, are bound 
to conquer that desert, and not only make

it blossom as the rose, but make one of the
most delightful regions of the earth. I would
suggest to all persons who go there to fulfil
what is required of them, and not forget that
it is necessary to carry the staff of life with
them, that those that are there, and those
that are going, may be provided with ample
supplies of bread; it is better to have a little
over when the next harvest comes than to go
two or three weeks without bread. May the
blessings of God be upon Zion, and may
her cords be lengthened and her stakes
strengthened, that she may be blessed con-
tinually with that wisdom, knowledge, and
intelligence that guide the head and inspire
the body. We are improving in everything;
we must continue to improve until the light
of life shines throughout the whole earth;
for our business is to be like a city set upon a
hill, or a candle set upon a table, to illumi-
nate the earth, and bring all to a knowledge
of the truth, life, and peace. May God en-
able us to be so is my prayer, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

It is good to meet together as we are met
on the present occasion. It is good to speak
on the goodness of God, and it is pleasant
and instructive to hear; we enjoy a privilege

that is not possessed by any of the inhabi-
tants of the earth except ourselves; it is a priv-
ilege which, when properly understood by
the Saints, they will esteem to be greater than
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