
possessed the Gospel, whether in former or
in latter times, it has brought life and im-
mortality to light, to them; it shows men
who they are and what they are; it shows
them something about God; and it was
said in former times that, this is life eternal
to know God, and Jesus Christ whom he
hath sent. Without the Gospel it would be
impossible for men to have any knowledge
of God, or of Jesus Christ whom he hath
sent. Hence, when Jesus asked the question
of his disciples, “Whom do men say that I
the Son of man am?” they answered him,
“Some say thou art Elias, and some say
thou art Moses, and some that thou art one
of the prophets risen from the dead.” “But
whom say ye that I am?” Peter answered,
“Thou art the Son of the living God.” Jesus
said unto him, “Blessed art thou, Simon
Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not re-
vealed this unto thee, but my Father which
is in heaven; and thou art Peter, and upon
this rock will I build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

How did Peter know that He was the
Christ? He knew it by revelation; he had
the Gospel, and the Gospel brings life and
immortality to light, and reveals unto the
human family the existence of a God and
their relationship to him. We are indebted
to God for light, for the intelligence we
enjoy, for the knowledge of the Gospel that
is placed within our reach.

Now let us proceed a little further in rela-
tion to these matters. God is desirous of ben-
efiting us, and for this reason he has revealed
unto us his will; for this reason he has
opened the heavens and communicated with
us. God is desirous of establishing his law, his
authority, his kingdom, his dominion among
men. He is desirous to be obeyed by the
human family, and to have them submit to

his teachings, to his guidance, and to his
direction. He is desirous of establishing
correct principles among mankind that will
do them good, that will bless them, that
will exalt them, that will prepare them to
fulfil their destiny upon the earth, and the
first step that he has taken is to impart
unto them, through obedience to the
principles of the Gospel of Christ, the
Holy Ghost, and only through that can
they comprehend God or his laws. “Except
a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God; and except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.” We some-
times feel a little indignant at the actions of
men around us; we think that they act
strangely, and so they do. We think that
they are very full of prejudice, and so they
are; we think that they are very wicked and
show a very malignant spirit toward us,
and are desirous to injure us, and we have
often been astonished at this when we have
been abroad in the world; we have seen
very honorable, high-minded men and
women that fear God and work righ-
teousness, and yet there is an array of preju-
dice and persecution against them that
would almost astonish us. What is the mat-
ter? They do not see things as we see them;
there is a thick veil over them; they are
something like the people that Jesus spoke
about in his day, when he prayed, “Father,
forgive them; for they know not what they
do.” They know not the light and intelli-
gence of the Holy Ghost, and, consequently,
they do not understand our position, and
they are led by other influences they know
nothing about. They do not see the king-
dom of God, nor can they. I do not care
what their wisdom is, nor their intelligence;
I do not care what school they were taught
in, or who was their teacher; I care nothing
about the extent of their capacity, reading, or
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