
intelligence acquired or possessed; unless
they have possessed the Spirit of the living
God, they cannot comprehend the affairs
pertaining to the kingdom of God. Well,
but are there not many very honorable and
high-minded men in the world that are not
Latter-day Saints? Yes; but they do not see
the kingdom of God any more than
Nicodemus did when he came to Jesus by
night. We stand upon a different platform
from what they do, and we have to make
many allowances for their conduct and ac-
tions towards us. They do not understand
our designs, nor what we are after. Why are
we gathered together? Because God has
called us and we are willing to obey him;
because God sent a message to the nations
of the earth, and we possessed a portion of
the Spirit of God; and when the Elders of
Israel came forth to teach us the words of
life, as Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice,
and they know me,” etc., the word of life
was sown broadcast among thousands, and
millions of the human family arose and be-
lieved it at first, as much as you and I did;
but the cares of the world, and the deceit-
fulness of riches, and the influences with
which they were surrounded, choked the
precious seed, and it could not bring forth
fruit. These influences, more or less to the
present time, prey upon our minds and
darken and benumb our feelings, and in-
terpose between us and our Heavenly 
Father.

What is it that we are aiming at, and
who are we seeking to injure in the world?
Who have been injured by us? There is no
man living who can speak the truth and say
he has been injured by this people. He does
not exist; and whenever they make state-
ments of that kind, you may brand them as
liars. Who have we interfered with? What
people have we deprived of their rights?
Among whom have we sown the seeds of

sedition or injury of any kind? Have we
gone to the North or South and interfered
with any of the Territories or States sur-
rounding us? No man that tells the truth
can say so, for we have never done it; we
have no need to do it; it is not in our hearts
to do it; we cannot do it while we live our
religion. The Lord is trying to teach us, if
he can, and we are trying to teach each
other, if we can; so that we may be elevated
and exalted in the scale of intelligence,
morality, virtue, honesty, and truth; and
with regard to anything and everything
that tends to exalt and ennoble the human
mind. This is what we are after, and what
the Lord is desirous to make of us.

We emanated from Him; we are His
children, and not only His children tempo-
rally and spiritually, but we are united to
Him by covenant to serve Him; we have
covenanted to serve Him in baptism; we
have covenanted to serve Him in our en-
dowments, to keep His commandments,
and walk according to the laws of life.

The Lord is desirous to root out error
from among us—from me, and from you,
and from all of us; to tear away error, and
superstition, and vice, and vanity, and folly,
and pride, and evil of every kind; to show
us the beauty of holiness, the excellency of
truth; to show us every principle that is cal-
culated to build us up, and bless us with
life and health, and our posterity after us,
worlds without end.

And what does the Gospel show us? It
shows us who our Father is; it shows us our
relationship to Him, and to our earthly fa-
ther; it shows us our duty towards our chil-
dren, our duty towards our wives, and
wives their duty towards their husbands; it
enters into all the ramifications of human
existence.

As God is our Father, and the or-
ganizer of these bodies, and of this
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