
and showing men how to travel them
safely.

While all this has been done for our
country, and we have comparatively tamed
the savage and held in check his wild and
bloodthirsty nature, that the inhabitants of
the world could travel across the deserts
without being robbed and murdered, we
have been the subject of vile scandal,
simply because our religious views were dif-
ferent from those of the hireling clergy who
occupy the pulpits of Christendom. We
taught that men should preach the Gospel
without purse or scrip—preach it freely;
and a man who depended upon a congre-
gation for a salary by which to obtain his
black coat and fit-out, was ready to de-
nounce preaching without purse and scrip
as a heresy; why? Because it would reduce
him to the necessity of going to some use-
ful calling, instead of making merchandise
of the Gospel, which God has made free. It
endangered his bread and butter; and thus
priestcraft has raised a constant howl that
the Mormons were leagued with the Indi-
ans. Why? Because we crossed the plains
and the Indians did not rob us. The reason
the Latter-day Saints crossed the plains and
the Indians did not rob them was, they or-
ganized their companies, camped in order,
kept up guards, treated the Indians with
kindness and respect, seeking no quarrel
with them, and passed right along. When
the Indians look down from the hills on
one of our trains and see it camped, they
know it is a “Mormon” train; they see a
nice corral, and a guard out with the cattle
who are carefully attending to their duty.
When they come up they get a kind 
word. When night comes the “Mormons”
kneel down to pray; they do not blaspheme
the name of God. The Indians see all this
and conclude not to interrupt that 
company, for they might get hurt—the

“Mormons” having always provided their
companies with sufficient arms for protec-
tion. That is the way the Latter-day Saints
travel through these mountains uninter-
rupted. How is it with others? They would
organize a company on the frontiers, travel
a while in that condition, quarrel who
should be captain, and divide into five or
six squads; and by the time they got to the
Sierra Nevada there would be only two
families together, and they would divide
their wagon and make it into two carts,
and separate, if they were not afraid of the
Indians. This way of scattering presents a
temptation to the red men which is really
very hard for them to resist, for these plains
cannot boast of being safer than the streets
of New York, Philadelphia, and Washing-
ton, where millions are expended to pay
police to guard and protect the property
and lives of white men from the depreda-
tions of white men.

We can but have a deep feeling of sympa-
thy when we realize the grievous afflictions
that have befallen our common country. We
look at the cause. When the Latter-day
Saints organized their first settlements in
Missouri—when they undertook to lay the
foundation of Zion, although there was no
charge which could be brought against them
for violating any law, constitutional or
moral, yet, because they introduced a new
system of religion, the hireling clergy, the
priestcraft of the world, arose against them
to destroy them. As Governor Dunklin, of
Missouri, said, “There are ample provisions
in the Constitution and laws of the State to
protect you, but the prejudice is so great
among the people against you, that it is
impossible to enforce these laws.” There is a
great deal said about the origin of the
trouble between the North and the South;
some said it was the almighty negro; but the
fact is, the people did not respect the
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