
Utah in any way, it is generally referred to a
committee, and there it dies. What is the
reason? There is not a man in either House
of Congress that dares to record a vote cal-
culated to favor the people of Utah, for the
mass of the inhabitants here are “Mor-
mons.” It is admitted that we have estab-
lished ourselves in the desert under the
most trying circumstances, making a half-
way house for travelers between the Missis-
sippi and the Pacific, rendering it safe to es-
tablish mail and telegraph lines; but the
member who would record a vote in favor
of this people in any way, the first thing he
would hear would be his denunciation in
every pulpit of his district by the black-
coated gentry, and that would make his po-
litical grave. I sympathize with that class of
men, as many of them otherwise would be
willing to extend the same privileges, dona-
tions of land to settlers, means to erect
public buildings, open highways, and sus-
tain schools, as to other Territories.

We have never had one dollar from 
any source to aid in the cause of edu-

cation. We have built our schoolhouses, hired
our school teachers, paid the school bills for
our poor—have done everything that has
been done in education, without one dollar
of encouragement from the parent Govern-
ment. I have been astonished at this. I sup-
pose it is the policy of the Government to ex-
tend the facilities of education, but it has not
been done here; not one solitary dime has
been received by Utah, while millions upon
millions have gone into the treasuries of other
states and Territories for school purposes
from the Federal Government.

This is the freest people on the face of the
earth. By a faithful observance of the laws and
Constitution of our country, and by obedi-
ence to the principles of our holy religion, we
can enjoy the greatest amount of freedom.

The foundation has been laid, and the
building will be erected upon it. God is at
the helm, and no power can destroy his
kingdom.

May God bless us, and enable us to ful-
fill our high destiny, is my prayer, in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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It is with joy and satisfaction indescrib-
able to myself that I enjoy the privilege,
brethren and sisters, of standing before you
at this Conference this afternoon.

It is known to a great majority of you that I
have been to Europe on a mission. I am glad
that I have been to that country, and that I
have been permitted to return to these valleys
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