
dedicated to God; that it has been held for
the Latter-day Saints to occupy, to plant,
and build, and inhabit, and that in conse-
quence of this, the land has been made to
bring forth for the sustenance of His
people who have been gathered out from
where the wicked rule and the people
mourn.

Those who have embraced the Gospel
in foreign lands sigh for deliverance, and
the hope of this deliverance is the only ray
of light that burns in their souls, and that
gives them joy; although they live with
their whole lives oppressed, this beam of
gladness has found its way into their souls
through the principles of the Gospel, and
hence they are less oppressed in their feel-
ings than many others. A hope springs up
in their bosoms that the time will come for
their deliverance from the oppression
under which they groan. Many of you have
been delivered from those bonds, and from
that oppression. You may have suffered
poverty and sickness, and been afflicted in
many ways, and perhaps have found things
different than what you anticipated in
many respects in this your newly adopted
country, yet you have been delivered from
a land where oppression reigns, and have
been placed in a land of liberty—in a
country where you can expand and grow,
where you can plant your children with a
hope that they may rise to importance in
the kingdom of God, to something beyond
what you and your forefathers have been
enabled to do in the land where you have
formerly lived, that you and your offspring
may dwell where virtue, peace, and indus-
try may meet with their reward.

How is it in many of those old countries
with the poor? And it is with this class that
we have the most to do; for some cause,
known perhaps best to Him that rules on
high, it is the poor who embrace the Gospel,

who receive the Gospel, who receive the
message of good tidings, it is to them a
theme of gladness and joy more than to
any other class of men. Hundreds and
thousands of them are out of employment,
their stores gone, and they have no re-
sources but what arise from their daily
labor, and they are on the borders of star-
vation. The dearth in cotton has thrown
thousands of people out of employment
upon the cold charities of the world. How
is it here, saying nothing about religion?
Here a man can get a little land, and in a
short time gather around him the neces-
saries of life upon which he can subsist and
let the world wag as it will; his condition is
improved, and he may hope to rise to
wealth and influence. How is it there? Why
he may tread in the path in which his fa-
thers trod, but can go no further—can ad-
vance no higher in the scale of existence; if
times are good he may subsist, and that
comfortably—I am speaking of the poor
classes, those that the Gospel most gener-
ally find, to them such a deliverance as the
Gospel offers is glad tidings of great joy, for
they can plant themselves where their chil-
dren can rise above what their fathers have
been. This is what many thousands of the
Latter-day Saints have accomplished by
emigrating from that country to this, and
many more thousands will be benefited in
the same way.

This is only one of the benefits which the
Gospel confers upon those who obey it; it
benefits man whenever it touches him, tem-
porally and spiritually, religiously, morally,
and politically; it gives him an understand-
ing of life; it teaches him how to live and
how to exalt his being to the standard of
heavenly intelligence; how to bring up his
children and educate them in a proper 
manner, and how to avail himself of the fa-
cilities and advantages which the sciences
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