
Has it any bearing at all upon the purity of
man and upon the race? From the little re-
flection that I have bestowed upon the
matter, I have learned to regard it as the
world’s great necessity—the great necessity
of the race today, and it is God’s greatest
necessity in reference to the salvation of the
world, and to the development of His uni-
versal empire of peace and righteousness
over all the earth. Why? Because I have
learned that there has been, and that there
is still in existence, operating and produc-
ing its deadly effects, a system of physical
degeneracy that is telling fearfully upon the
history of the race.

The Bible tells us that men used to
reach a longevity that extended to near a
thousand years; this was near six thousand
years ago. To say that this is not true would
be to question the validity of the Bible, and
I would not dare to do that, however pre-
sumptuous I may be in a thousand other
things. We are descendants of that same
race who enjoyed the blessing, if it was a
blessing, of an extended longevity; yet the
statistics of today relating to the average life
of the human race show that it extends to
a fraction over a quarter of a century.
Should anybody be alarmed at this? If they
not know the causes which have led to it
they will not be; but if they have a knowl-
edge sufficient to understand that if the
race has so degenerated, physically, in five
thousand years that the term of a man’s life
is reduced from near a thousand years to a
quarter of a century, the question would be
awakened in their minds as to how narrow
a margin of time is left for the continuation
of our race on the earth before it becomes
entirely extinct—that there will not be a
man, woman, or child to awaken the
cheerless condition of the desolate earth
with the music of their voices and the light

of their smiles. They have ceased to 
be.

It used to be told us when we were chil-
dren that the world was coming to an end.
We thought it was coming to an end; that
something was about to be revealed from
somewhere that would burn it up. We see
that the world is actually approaching des-
olation, to a point beyond which it would
not be possible for human life to be ex-
tended. Is there nothing alarming in this?
To me there is. I pore over, in my own
mind, what my prospects are as a servant of
God. I have entered upon this work, which
we denominate the work of God, and
which comprises the building up of the
kingdom of God and the extension of the
government of God over all the earth, car-
rying with it the blessings of the rule of
righteousness and peace, and it promises
that I am going to be a prince and a ruler
over countless millions of intelligent beings
like myself. Where are they all coming
from? Why, they will be your children.
That cannot be; for as the human race is
fast wearing to an end, there would not any
of my children be left in a few generations
more. You are, no doubt, mathematicians
enough to see this. I give the Lord credit in
my feelings for having known this long be-
fore I did; and hence I say that plural mar-
riage is the great necessity of the age, be-
cause it is a means that God has introduced
to check the physical corruption and de-
cline of our race; to stop further contribu-
tions to the already fearful aggregate of cor-
ruption that has been developed as the
result of sin in man and woman. What will
that do? It will take off a great tax from the
recuperative energies of the race by relieving
them from the necessity of contending with
increasing corruption beyond its present
limits; that man may begin to live until he
attain to the age of a tree, as he lived before

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES204


