
he first began to sin and violate the laws of
his being. It is to effect this that the Lord
has introduced plural marriage. “But,” says
one, “why do you not prove it from the
Bible?” You can read the Bible yourselves. I
want to know, see, read, and understand, as
it is evinced in the physical condition of
the race that these are truths, whether the
books refer to them or not. If there was no
revelation to reach us from foreign quar-
ters, it is a revelation that is before our eyes;
its truth is demonstrated within the circle
of our own being—within the narrow lim-
its of our own observation it is made plain,
and we should understand and compre-
hend. When we know this, then we know
what the Bible may say with regard to
polygamy being true, because we find the
evidence of it in truth itself. That is what
polygamy is worth. It is simply an exten-
sion of pure marriage to all the social ele-
ments in the community, man and
woman, that is all.

Who is it that says there is licentiousness
connected with plural marriage? It is the
libertine; that man that is corrupt himself;
who has worshipped at the shrine of pas-
sion; whose passion clamors in his corrupt
soul for victims. He dreams of it and talks
of it; and because the Saints believe in a
plurality of wives, he thinks there must cer-
tainly be a lack of moral purity there—
virtue must be easy with the people that
have more than one wife.

What do you think they have found out?
After making experiments that have turned
out rather futile, they have found out that
with all their mistaken notions of their de-
luded fellow citizens in the mountains, the
virtue of woman and the sanctity of the mar-
riage relationship cannot be invaded with
impunity—it is guarded with jealousy. The
same men that were brave in coming over

the plains, and energetic in making the
roads and in building the bridges, etc., are
still here, and continue to be brave. They
have not dared so much in the past that
they will stop daring now.

Are you going to say something in sup-
port of plural marriage? No. I do not wish
anybody to tell that I have said a word by
way of supporting and sustaining plural
marriage. Are you ashamed of it? No. Do
you love it? Yes, I love it because it is true,
and stands alone, without my aid. “What
are you talking about it for, then?” That
you may understand the truth and know
its value, and secure to yourselves the bless-
ings that only can accrue from the knowl-
edge of the truth. That doctrine is safe and
can take care of itself; and if you make an
application of the truth to yourselves, it
will take care of you; it will secure you
from corruption, wretchedness, and death,
and give you life and immortality; while
others will still sink under the accumulat-
ing weight of corruption, until they go
down to hell.

“But,” says one, “I have been looking,
but I have not seen much change that has
taken place in consequence of the intro-
duction of polygamy.” You are not a very
close observer, perhaps. When the first
edition of Federal officers came out here,
we had hardly made a beginning in practi-
cal plurality of wives; however, it was awful
times for them; they could only once in a
while see a woman, and when they did see
one, they inquired who she was. “O, she is
Elder such a one’s wife.” “Who is that
woman over yonder?” “She is brother so
and so’s wife.” “Who is that woman that 
is crossing the street?” “She is Bishop 
such a one’s wife.” “O, the devil, the
women are all married out here.” They
begin to look round for a peculiar kind of
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