
terial, and we are importing machinery, 
and shall continue to do so until we shall 
be victorious over the traditions and cus-
toms which oppose themselves to our be-
coming self-sustaining and independent. I 
never mean to give up the conflict; I never 
mean to yield one point until I see this 
accomplished; while every obstacle sur-
mounted, every object gained, every pur-
pose accomplished and every aim in view is 
to build up the kingdom of God upon the 
earth, save and redeem the house of Jacob, 
and save all the inhabitants of the earth 
that can be saved.

I shall not worry while I am struggling 
to gain this great conquest, but I intend to 
live and feel well about it. The man who 
fights with coolness and calculation in 
moral and domestic reform will win ev-
ery time. Let us apply our minds to know 
what our life is worth and what we can do 
to sustain it and the lives of those who are 
connected with us, instead of continually 
whining for something to satisfy “great, 
big self,” instead of wanting this and that, 
instead of being miserable because we do 
not do this or because we do not do that, 
instead of being unhappy because this is so 
or because that is not so, all of which we 
cannot help with all of our complaining. 
Let us see what we can do to do good to 
our children, to our neighbors, to our hus-
bands, to our wives, to our brethren and 
sisters, and then to the inhabitants of the 
whole earth. Let us make ourselves capable 
of doing at least a little good, and this will 
occupy our minds upon something that is 
indeed profitable to others, and will some-
what divert our attention from worshiping 
ourselves and blaming everybody that does 
not do the same.

I will now address the Bishops, and  
the  people  through the i r  Bi shops

and Teachers. Why are we not as willing 
to pattern after good as after evil? Since we 
again commenced labor on the Temple we 
have been much troubled and perplexed 
with regard to getting Tithing labor. I im-
mediately put on the work two good mule 
teams with a good man to manage each, 
then I put on two good common laborers 
to work on this block; I feed, clothe and 
pay the men, sustain the teams and keep 
the wagons in repair. I shall receive credit 
for this on labor Tithing. Besides this, I 
have kept two and sometimes three teams 
with drivers traveling to and from the 
country settlements to gather and bring 
in butter, cheese, eggs, etc., for the hands 
who work on the public works. For this 
team work I ask nothing but labor Tithing. 
I have given other men the privilege of do-
ing the same. Have they done it? No, not 
one, with the exception of brother Daniel 
H. Wells’ having one yoke of oxen and a 
wagon on the public works.

Since I have been in these valleys, when 
I have received fifty cents, fifty dollars, or 
ten thousand dollars, I have invariably put 
it into the general fund; not every dollar, 
because I have my family to support. Who 
has followed that practice? Very few, if 
any. They may not have had the means nor 
the advantages for getting them that I have 
had. Do those who have the means do this? 
They do not. From the beginning I have 
striven with my might to get men to bring 
machinery into the country, to get them 
to raise sheep and wool, have the wool 
made into cloth and then wear it. Who 
has followed my example in this? Instead 
of bringing in machinery and in every way 
within my power encouraging home pro-
duction, suppose I had brought large quan-
tities of goods from abroad, encouraged 
gold mining, trading, trafficking, specu-
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