
When a minister of the truth arises to
address a congregation it aids him much
when the people give their undivided at-
tention to him; but when their attention is
drawn off by some trifling interference that
may occur in the house, their minds are
closed to the effects of truth, and the spirit
of the preacher is grieved, and so is the
Spirit of the Lord. Paul says, “Let the
prophets speak two or three, and let the
other judge. If anything be revealed to an-
other that sitteth by, let the first hold his
peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one,
that all may learn, and all may be com-
forted.” “For God is not the author of con-
fusion, but of peace, as in all the churches
of the saints.”

No one man knoweth everything, “But
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to
every man to profit withal;” “Now there
are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit,”
“dividing to every man severally as he will.”
If we exercise upon the gifts we possess in
simplicity as little children, striving to do
good to one another, and to build up the
kingdom of God upon the earth, then we
shall be entitled to greater gifts and greater
blessings. Let no man lay a snare for his
neighbor because of the simplicity of his
words, and because he reproves in the gate.
If the truth, simply told, is unwelcome to
people, it is because they are themselves
guilty of sin unrepented of; and by this ye
may know that ye need repentance.

The faithful love the truth, though it
may be told in the most simple manner;
it is sweeter to them than honey or the
honeycomb; they are no more afraid of it
than they would be afraid of eating a
piece of good honey. And to the same ex-
tent that they love the truth plainly and
simply told, do they hate a lie, and the
more so when it is dressed up in the garb
of truth to deceive the unwary. Truth

is the sanctifier of those who love it and are
guided by it, and will exalt them to the
presence of God; while falsehood corrupts
and destroys, or, to use a common scrip-
tural figure, it lays the axe at the root of the
tree. As the axe cuts down and destroys the
fruitless trees that cumber the ground, so
do wicked acts destroy and overthrow all
who persist in them.

Truth is an attribute of the nature of
God. By it he is sanctified and glorified.
Jesus Christ proceeded from his Father. He
is called “His only begotten Son,” and in-
herited germs of his Father’s perfections and
the attributes of his Father’s nature, so that
he sinned not. So with us; if the attributes
of our nature become refined and regener-
ated by the truth, our offspring must in-
herit those perfections, more or less. Then,
how essential it is that parents should, by
living their religion, improve themselves for
the improvement of their race. We, too, are
the children of God, but we are the off-
spring in the flesh of fallen and degenerate
parents, and we are prone to sin as the
sparks fly upward; but by observing the
truth, and by following the direction of the
Holy Priesthood which has been restored in
our day, we may overcome the evil that is
within us and that is in the world, begin to
improve and perfect the attributes of our
nature, which are like the attributes of the
nature of God, and lay the foundation of
goodness and truth in our offspring.

The devil was a liar from the begin-
ning. Truth has no place in him; but it
being a principle of power associated with
all goodness, he hates it, and so do all his
faithful followers. It is written, “And now,
verily I say unto you, I was in the begin-
ning with the Father, and am the First-
born; And all those who are begotten
through me are partakers of the glory of
the same, and are the church of the First-
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