
I am sorry that this people are worldly-
minded; that they are in their feelings and
affections glued to the world so much as
they are. I am sorry to hear Elders of Israel
use words, and manifest anger and impa-
tience that are unbecoming. Men who are
vessels of the holy Priesthood, who are
charged with words of eternal life to the
world, should strive continually in their
words and actions and daily deportment to
do honor to the great dignity of their call-
ing and office as ministers and representa-
tives of the Most High. We are trying to be
Saints, and many of the brethren sin, and
repent, and ask forgiveness, and intend to
do better in the future, and perhaps tomor-
row they lose their temper and swear at
their oxen, etc. They love the world, and
covet their fine horses; their affections are
upon them, and upon their farms, upon
their property, their houses and possessions,
and in the same ratio that this is the case,
the Holy Spirit of God—the spirit of their
calling—forsakes them, and they are over-
come with the spirit of the evil one, so that

they have not strength to resist the weak-
nesses of their nature; and they swear and
take the name of God in vain, are impa-
tient with their families and often abuse
them. Such things as these should not be
among the servants of the Most High.

If we have possessions, it is because the
Lord has given them to us, and it is our
duty to see that everything we have is de-
voted to the advancement of truth, virtue,
and holiness, to beauty and excellence; to
redeem the earth, and adorn it with beauti-
ful habitations, and orchards, and gardens,
and farms, and cities, until it shall become
like the garden of Eden. All that we possess
belongs to the Lord, and we are the Lord’s,
and we should never lust after that over
which he has made us stewards, but we
should use it profitably to the upbuilding
of the Zion of our God, to send the Gospel
to all the world, and to gather and feed the
poor. I am thankful that I am able to say
these few words. May God bless you.
Amen.
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It is good for the Saints to meet together;
it is good to reflect upon the work of God; it
is good to be in possession of His blessings;
it is a great privilege to enjoy the light of

eternal truth, and to be delivered from the
darkness, the error, the confusion, and the
iniquity that prevails generally throughout
the world. There are but very few men in the
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