
which, until that law was passed, was by
them considered valid. If, then, she was not
his wife, no person could be punished
under that law for polygamy. If she was his
wife, then the judge transgressed the law
which he professionally came to maintain.

In relation to all these matters, the safe
path for the Saints to take is, to do right,
and, by the help of God, seek diligently and
honorably to maintain the position which
they hold. Are we ashamed of anything we
have done in marrying wives? No. We shall
not be ashamed before God and the holy
angels, much less before a number of cor-
rupt, miserable scoundrels, who are the very
dregs of hell. We care nothing for their
opinions, their ideas, or notions; for they do
not know God, nor the principles which he
has revealed. They wallow in the sink of
corruption, as they would have us do; but,
the Lord being our helper, we will not do it,
but we will try to do right and keep the
commandments of God, live our religion,
and pursue a course that will secure to us
the smiles and approbation of God our Fa-
ther. Inasmuch as we do this He will take
care of us, maintain His own cause, and
sustain His people. We have a right to keep

His commandments. But what would you
do if the United States were to bring up an
army against you on account of polygamy,
or on account of any other religious sub-
ject? We would trust in God, as we always
have done. Would you have no fears?
None. All the fears that I am troubled with
is that this people will not do right—that
they will not keep the commandments of
God. If we will only faithfully live our reli-
gion, we fear no earthly power. Our safety
is in God. Our religion is an eternal reli-
gion. Our covenants are eternal covenants,
and we expect to maintain the principles of
our religion on the earth, and to possess
them in the heavens. And if our wives and
children do right, and we as fathers and
husbands do right in this world, we expect
to have our wives and children in eternity.
Let us live in that way which will secure the
approbation of God, that we, his represen-
tatives on the earth, may magnify our call-
ing, honor Him, and maintain our in-
tegrity to the end; that we may be saved in
His celestial kingdom, with our wives, and
children, and brethren, from generation to
generation, worlds without end. Amen.
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