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fruit can be produced in perfection in the
northern. Our object is not to find and
possess great stores of the precious metals.
Iron and coal would be far more valuable
to us than mines of silver and gold.

To increase clothing in the ratio of the
growth of our community and its wants
makes it very necessary that we import
and make machinery to work up the raw
material in great quantities. In the mean-
time let our wives and daughters employ
themselves industriously at their wheels at
home, that our wants may be partially sup-
plied until more machinery shall be made
and set up in different districts of our ter-
ritory. Anciently garments were made of
linen and of wool, and the Israelites were
forbidden to mix wool and linen together;
and we read in the book of Genesis that
Pharaoh arrayed Joseph in “vestures of
silk.” It is of more modern date that cotton
has become so extensively used through-
out the world as an article of clothing and
adorning the body. This southern country
is well adapted to the production of cot-
ton; we should raise it and manufacture it
in sufficient quantities to meet the wants of
our increasing population.

This community has not yet concluded
to entirely dispense with the use of tobacco,
and great quantities have been imported
into our territory. The silver and gold which
we have paid out for this article alone, since
we first came into Utah, would have built
several extensive cotton and woolen fac-
tories, and filled them with machinery. I
know of no better climate and soil than are
here for the successful culture of tobacco.
Instead of buying it in a foreign market
and importing it over a thousand miles,
why not raise it in our own country or do
without it? True principles of domestic and
political economy would suggest the pro-
duction at home of every article of home

JOD Vol 10-LIVE.indd 226

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

consumption, for herein lies the basis of
wealth and independence for any people.

Importing sugar has been a great drain
upon our floating currency. I am satisfied
that it is altogether unnecessary to purchase
sugar in a foreign market. The sorghum is a
profitable crop, in Great Salt Lake and the
adjoining counties, for the manufacture of
molasses; in this section it can be profit-
ably raised for the manufacture of sugar. I
have tasted samples of sugar produced from
the sorghum raised in the south of Utah,
and a better quality of raw sugar I never
saw. Let some enterprising persons pros-
ecute this branch of home production, and
thus effectually stop another outlet for our
money. Sugar ranks high among the staples
of life, and should be produced in great
abundance.

Tea is in great demand in Utah, and
anything under that name sells readily at
an extravagant price. This article opens a
wide drain for the escape of much of our
circulating medium. The tea of commerce
is extensively adulterated, not only by
the Chinese, but also by numerous oth-
ers through whose hands it passes before
it reaches the consumer. Tea can be pro-
duced in this territory in sufficient quanti-
ties for home consumption, and if we raise
it ourselves we know that we have the pure
article. If we do not raise it, I would sug-
gest that we do without it.

Dyestuffs have opened another drain
through which considerable of our money
has passed off. Wherever Indian corn will
flourish madder can be produced in great
quantities, yet we have been paying out our
money to strangers for this article. Indigo
can be successfully and profitably raised in
this region. An article in the Deserer News
on the culture of indigo, and manufacturing
it for coloring, would be interesting, espe-
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