
If we turn to the history of the Apostles
we find a striking instance of this in the
case of Judas, one of the twelve Apostles—
one of the chosen disciples of the Lamb—
whom we may suppose was once possessed
of the Spirit of truth; but he was a hyp-
ocrite; he broke the commandments of
God; he did that which is evil. How did
this disposition manifest itself? As soon as
he chose to dissolve his connection with
the people of God, did he go and bury
himself among the rest of the Jews, and
from that time say nothing more about the
work of God he had been connected with?
No; but the first promptings of his evil
heart were to sell his Lord and Master—to
be his betrayer, and the destroyer of the in-
nocent—prostituting the knowledge which
he had received to a base purpose, distort-
ing and misrepresenting it in such a man-
ner that it proved the means of condemn-
ing the man whom he had previously
looked upon as his Lord. This is the spirit
that will manifest itself, the spirit that the
ancient Apostles had to contend with in
the midst of those who were opposed to
them, and who had formerly been con-
nected with them—false brethren. When-
ever a man loses the spirit of the Gospel,
whenever the Spirit of God is supplanted
by the spirit of the evil one, that man is a
fit tool for the adversary to work with and
to use to effect his accursed purposes in
shedding the blood of innocence; because
he gives way to the spirit of him who was a
murderer and a liar from the beginning,
and whose works have been evil from the
creation until now. In our day the two spir-
its are manifested, only with more power,
with more strength than have been wit-
nessed on the earth since the days of the
Apostles.

For generations there has been an 
indifference manifested by the ad-

versary of truth to the systems of religion
which have prevailed among men. When
men partake of error, when they are not ac-
companied by the Spirit of God, when the
power and authority which God imparts to
fulfill his great purposes are not in existence
among them, then there is an indifference
manifested by the adversary; religious or-
ganizations and religious movements are
regarded by him with unconcern, because
the necessity does not exist, under those
circumstances, for vigilant exertion on his
part. But the moment the Holy Priesthood
of God is restored, being the power and au-
thority imparted by heaven to men, which
gives them capacity to go forth and admin-
ister in the things of God, then all hell is
moved, all who are under the influence of
the adversary are at once in commotion,
and they seek to destroy all those who have
the temerity to stand up in the defense of
the truth and righteousness in the power of
the Holy Priesthood of the Son of God.
This has been the case from the beginning
until now, from the shedding of the blood
of righteous Abel down to the time that the
last Apostle was slain. There have been feel-
ings manifested, dispositions exhibited in
connection with this Work which have not
been seen among men for a great length of
time before. There have been a faith and
devotion, a love and integrity manifested
by the Saints of God, by those who have
received the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that
have not been seen for a long period of
time. On the other hand, there have been
intense feelings of bitterness, hatred, and
strife, and murder, and everything that is
evil, manifested in opposition thereunto.
As I have said, these manifestations are
traceable to the fact that God has at-
tempted to do a work again among men at
the present time, which is an uncommon
thing to this generation.
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