
We know that men have gone from here
with the avowed purpose and determina-
tion to do all in their power to stir up the
power of the nation against us, and en-
deavor to get a military force sent here to
enforce their obnoxious views. They have
boasted of this, and have in anticipation re-
joiced over the fulfillment of their accursed
hate. Have these things disturbed us as a
people? No. I do not know a person in this
entire community who has lost five min-
utes’ sleep through concern and agitation
on these points. We have gone to bed as
calmly as though all mankind were at peace
with us, and we had not an enemy in the
world who sought our injury. What is the
cause of this calmness? It originated in the
experience we have gained. God has prom-
ised that we shall be delivered. We believe
his promise. He has delivered us in the
past, and he will in the future. It is His
work, and it is for us to do our duty and
leave events with Him.

Our enemies are only fulfilling their
mission, as we are fulfilling ours. They are
accomplishing the works they have under-
taken, and we are performing those for
which we have enlisted, namely, the works
of God. They are foolish for taking that
path which leads to their destruction, when
they might take the opposite course. I have
all these thoughts respecting them; but
then God gives them their agency, and it is
not my place to quarrel with them about
the way in which they exercise that agency.
If they choose to be the tools of wicked and
designing men, and of him who is the fa-
ther of lies, they will get their reward ac-
cording to their works. If we are faithful, if
we are humble, live our religion, and culti-
vate the Spirit of God and cherish it con-
tinually, we will get our reward, and in pro-
portion to our diligence. That is a consola-

tion that we have; therefore, we have no
cause to be disturbed at the wicked. Let
them fill their destiny and perform their
part in the great drama of the last days. It
is necessary, probably, in the wisdom of
God that every man and woman on the
face of the earth should have the free and
unrestrained exercise of their agency to do
good or evil.

In speaking about apostasy, it is a re-
markable feature connected with it and
with those who favor apostates and consort
with them, that they are filled with the
spirit of fear. It can be truthfully said of the
Latter-day Saints, that they are a fearless
people. Even our enemies give us credit for
this—that in the midst of dangers and dif-
ficulties we are undisturbed and not easily
appalled. But there is this peculiarity con-
nected with apostasy and apostates, and
with those who consort with and favor
them: they are continually in dread of
some impending danger—some evil that is
about to be perpetrated upon them by the
Latter-day Saints. Go where you will
among apostates, you will see this feature
in their character, but especially in Zion.
Hence, so many stories about destroying
angels, Danites, &c., &c., being among the
Saints. The moment a man loses the Spirit
of God and the spirit of the adversary takes
possession of him, he is filled with fear; for
“the sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness
hath surprised the hypocrites.” They say
their lives are in danger. All the terrible sto-
ries that are circulated in the east and the
west about the people of Utah have their
origin in the fears of the wicked, in the
fears of these who have a consciousness
within themselves of having committed
wrong. No honest man or woman need
fear; indeed they never fear. What are they
afraid of? They have done nothing to cause
the spirit of fear to come upon them. It
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