
I discover that we shall have to speak 
very loud in this Bowery in order to make 
this large congregation hear. I perceived 
this when I came into the meeting; at 
the further end I could scarcely hear the 
 singing.

This is quite a large congregation, and I 
am happy to see it. It is very gratifying to 
see the inhabitants of this county come to-
gether to a Conference, and I suppose it is 
pleasing to you; it gives you a good oppor-
tunity of seeing each other and renewing 
your acquaintance. I think I am safe in say-
ing that this is the largest gathering there 
has been in Provo since our move south in 
1858. Here is an audience of from four to 
five thousand Latter-day Saints, come to-
gether for the purpose of being instructed 
in the principles of eternal life, and I sin-
cerely hope you are all of one heart and 
one mind to do good and build up the 
kingdom of God.

I do not feel very well in body this morn-
ing; probably this is because of traveling yes-
terday. I left home at half-past ten o’clock  
in the morning and came through in good 
season last evening. I got a good place to 
rest over night, but as the people here ap-
pear to be very diligent, more so than those 
in Salt Lake City, I had to get up at six  
this morning to get my breakfast. I feel 
well in spirit but feeble in body. I feel very

anxious in relation to the welfare of this 
people, not only in Provo but throughout 
these mountains, yes, I feel interested in 
every man, woman, and child that belongs 
to this Church. I wish to see them prosper 
in all that is good and holy.

During the short time that I may ad-
dress you, I wish you to be as still as pos-
sible; do not let your minds and eyes go 
out after the vain things of this world, but 
concentrate them upon the things of God; 
be still, calm, composed and full of faith, 
prayer, and good desires, then, if such a 
spirit prevails, I am perfectly satisfied that 
before this Conference closes you will 
feel yourselves very much blessed of the 
Lord. I will also remark that I am sensible 
that no man can speak to a congregation 
of people upon any subject, only accord-
ing to the intelligence that is in the people. 
There are quite a number of this congrega-
tion who knew Joseph Smith the Prophet, 
and he used to say in Nauvoo that when he 
came before the people he felt as though he 
were enclosed in an iron case, his mind was 
closed by the influences that were thrown 
around him; he was curtailed in his wishes 
and desires to do good; there was no room 
for him to expand, hence he could not make 
use of the revelations of God as he would 
have done; there was no room in the hearts 
of the people to receive the glorious truths
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