
to eternity. These two powers have ever ex-
isted and always will exist in all the eterni-
ties that are yet to come. Although in rela-
tion to this earth, some time in its future
history there will be no death, and him
that hath the power of death will be de-
stroyed. It is written in the Book of Mor-
mon, “For it must needs be, that there is an
opposition in all things. If not so, righ-
teousness could not be brought to pass,
neither wickedness, neither holiness nor
misery, neither good nor bad.”

When man is born into the world he is at
once subject to the influences of life and
death, and to the innumerable and varied vi-
cissitudes which he meets in his passage
from birth to the grave, to give him an ex-
perience which will prepare him to enter
into and enjoy life everlasting. He is en-
dowed with agency to choose either life or
death, and must abide the consequences in
the next life of the choice which he makes in
this. Were it not that evil exists with good,
man could not have been an agent unto
himself. When the spirit of man enters the
earthly tabernacle, it is as pure as an angel of
God. When man, as a child, is brought
forth to the light, and begins to live, move,
and have a visible and an individual being in
this world, he is brought in contact with the
principle of evil—he receives the mark of
sin, and as passes the usual stages from in-
fancy to manhood, he learns to become dis-
obedient to the requirements of heaven, dis-
obedient to the laws of man, and
disobedient to the laws of his own nature; he
engenders the spirit of hatred, malice, wrath,
strife, and all that class of evils which render
him unfit to return again to the presence of
his Father and God; but if he will obey the
Gospel and walk in the ways of the Lord, his
mortal existence and his proneness to sin,
which he has inherited through the fall, 
become profitable and essentially ne-

cessary to the full enjoyment of salvation
and eternal life.

These ideas may be profitable to the
Saints and aid them in understanding to
some extent why things are as they are.

Then the opposition to the truth is not
because we have no wife, because we have
one wife or many wives; it is not because
we are Socialists and have all things com-
mon; it is not because we believe in or
practice this or that doctrine as individuals
and as a people; but it is the spirit of him
who is an enemy to all righteousness that is
in the hearts of those who yield themselves
to obey false principles. Paul, in his writing
to the Romans, says, “Neither yield ye your
members as instruments of unrighteous-
ness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto
God, as those that are alive from the dead,
and your members as instruments of righ-
teousness unto God.” “Know ye not, that
to whom ye yield yourselves servants to
obey, his servants ye are whom ye obey;
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience
unto righteousness?” When truth comes,
error comes also. When the Gospel of the
Son of God is introduced among the chil-
dren of men, it comes with light and in-
telligence, with pure and holy principles.
It embraces all morality, all virtue, all
light, all intelligence, all greatness, and all
goodness. It introduces a system of laws
and ordinances, and a code of moral rec-
titude which, if obeyed by the human
family, will lead them back to the presence
of God. As we were exhorted this morn-
ing to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, be
baptized for the remission of sins, receive
the laying on of hands for the reception of
the Holy Ghost, receive the spirit of
prophecy, the spirit of discerning of spir-
its, the gift of healing, and, in short, all
the gifts, and graces, and laws, and ordi-
nances of the Gospel, which are for
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